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PR A XikRp The essay has thrae sreps:
e ' i
2t 1) Tae Zhange in Satholic Theoloay ie & change in the way in ohich it uses
» '+ . .its sources, rthat is, a chan method, whiiek ia predicated upon
- : the emer~ence of a2 sellss 07 “iatrnristiv,  Such a senge Lnforme us .
B that ExuakR4asB gtafenenrs are frue anly if thevy are not Lifred nat of Lo
e the context in which fhey were disgcoversd as true, Thue altheugh there ¥
7%; - maj be eternal trurbg, Eaxax These exist oanly in t™Me aing of »od, , ‘;
~'".. ,.in the minds of mumem "uman Leinzs rruth is enpreossed in ste at ements .
LR which are made in definite contexts ant wiich ever rafer back to those C oy,
3} ® - contexts, and are true onlv_in Them, Thiis alves sise to rhe notion '
St of doctrinal development: as the confexts for statement-making change,
e "80- The statements themselves, in this nase eratements of eternally
LXE 'true doctrine, must chanze and do change, if rhev are o remnainm true,.
I i.,e. to coatinue to express the truth of the doctrine, The theologlan
Ve who realizes this treats his souarces as productstof contexts d¢ifferent 7
ﬁié'* ‘from hiis own andtries to brine Fack to Life thege contests so that
?“JJ“ ‘the statevnents which were made in thoemm can be n”P””F”OH“ -and so -
¥ a.i that they are not isolated from that context 207 ziven a Tals Lnterjretafff,
R . v
L 2) The Xev Task in Current Qattolic Trhoology is %o aseimilate these .
ve '@ ¢ Changes in the Conmention and metiing ot aspeaacting the sources of -
g e thelogy by establishing a Tg:lgé % for the ahale of theology which
E, . -can guide rhe develonnent of éxar “octrine, that is, *o advert seriously
‘ggf; fo the questions which the aze yQS@S far theolory and to ke able
ot o ®HRRER answer them with the truaths & of obich the Wi lical statemnts
S - are an expressiongsm., Tut the ancwers are not Iy in the nrx %ible--
‘%ff - There are no statenents thare wilch rely)in the full force of truth
w#. 7 for a contemporary man mrkmem unless e is made to understand these .
yﬁla¢.' statemant g Tnis Ls accaaallsrwJ b oaeans of a the traunetodtion of
?ﬁ%;: " these statemnts from thelr first century contrext to the contremporary .
e context, using the methods of “istorical inquivy as a function of a "
s *" broader theological method which can control the whole process,
L .when theology turns from the notinn of EKEERAXXEENERR.Lxxxefesraiiyx o
je - EEMBEXERARRNERREXXKRBARXRE X S ENARREI KRR RYABARFARBNARRELI L shaterents - :
vt A o= which are eternally true to the motion of developaent of expressions F
g of rtruths which are eternal only in the mind 3o, ires method mast
A change from one whg 2usures the cobherence and logziral coanectim of a :
35;,“Qh" body of eternally true statenents, to a method which Le able to guide” :
foooc%, o, the development of these statenents from cne historical age To o :
L v another, 3Such a m=rbod snerures tle Distorical gg&glniitz of different .-
-V T developaents of doctrinal statensnt, Lt ensures that fhere it a LT N
%} L .‘gggggggggg expresai?n nf sternal trurh, i,e, it ensures the eternal -
gra- 0 opresence of truth sines it ia able to ﬂffnot authentric transpositions
A of this truth betwesn chanzing rhistorical rontexta, (27, nnte 2 po,

| 207£.)

3)..Tae Contriburion of [hilosophy to the

;sfa}l1s%m01f 2f New
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THOQYH*P Forms is fam qilre fuodanental, L7 thealosv Le T work out
a method which will enable if ta oroderly auide oo rm‘t‘i.onal performance
in A way that is able to ﬁjrk'in f*an~—ﬂ*1rn“aL cnnrenta {i,e, to work
-in different ones, as rhev are exposed v nls@jrxnal stitdieg), there

' must be available to it an
‘scendental

P

account nf ong

nitrinnal nerformance, @Abpan-
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¢ &Y - [ the amunt, that is, #x& of g ﬁti”iﬁiﬁ&iltwk‘“ﬂfllg wihich is astually

{v= 7=an account 2f The way we come To knos, r‘Do»:)rw mist afaot for itself '
oo, -“,thls trangendental method da FRAKLEN hdnansd {and the =nistenoiogy

% + . .4 and rthe metaphysice wheih it ' Lanlies) se rhat it buocomes a specifimlly

+ T " . 1 -

v . s theolog ical merhod, 3uft philosophy can help in rhese adantdlonss,

w2 tog...perhaps its ¥Aw most important consegiences will he thart the o

ey . % groundins of rxmkm rhenlozv in a metaphveics which is derived ultimately . -

1.
A from an account of cognitionalpsrfnrmance ~ill br emderi-ntially il
W o ves werifiable bv all who care to aporoach it seriouslv,  Also, if phil- ol
+@, . 0sobhv goes beyond the erection of a netanhveice to an account of : »J}
Fhw » *C The operations ineolved in coming To decisions aboui values and actions, xij
v fno Lr is capahle of lendineg a hand ro the Fienlozian because it provides "k
. © 7 an experiential basis for a discussion of arace, i,e, of the gift 1
e v of 3od's ymxmyxmnxpharrzrRRExfksEmgiks lovs,  Such a Jisecussion can .
LR be very pa powerful when it comes rime:tn coamunicate the mneaning < R
i . 0of grace 0o BEMRR soneone uvho So=z not understand the term in its

X T traditional context, hut who is an authentic person in rhe contemp orary-
:%5.4( context, VRN
gs” ‘ .
g L In the Light of the above, the follouvint serns like a yood ’
¢ ' question: T
oo ¥ ~ : <
gt "Lonergan notes, pp, 201202, "ihen thology is ceen as an -

; « ongoing process, its contextual structure acenrds not with the riles

of deductive logic but with the continwmns and cumilative orocess 2

ruled by a method. ...0nly a theolosy stractured by method can assimilate
the somewhat recently accepnted hermenesutic and "istorical methods and

X it alone has room for developming doetrines and developming Rhme
theologies, ' (emo&slq mine) th“gﬁ“dorrrlnaT ataremen® s oevelgg? o
(cf pp. 193- 197) hy is a methodical rneoLovy hOﬁ? suited for ;

e < e e e

e i ks A St i ot W v e s i e o

-wfor rhe uxnnxa oroper arrlcularxon of & pocxfmvallv theoloszical .
method? (ci, pp., 202f, and 206ff,)"

- ! t
‘We might indicate to the students tat, if they prefer,; they can !
g0 back to an essya they missed and « . 2 on that, «-.7'17, .g
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"PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY", A QUESTION.

2w The essay has three steps:

1) Eﬁé ngggg in Catholic Theology is a change in the way in which it usés

its sources, that is, a change in method, which is predicated upon
the emergence of .a sense of historictiy. Such a sense informs us
that Krughim gstatements are true only if they are not lifted out of

the context in which they were discovered as true, Thus although there
may be eternal truths, Rxsmx these exist only in the mind of God;

which are made in definite contexts and which ever refer back to those
contextsx, and .are true gonly_in them., This gives rise to the notion

true doctrine, must change and do change, if they are to remainp true,
i.e. to continue to express the truth of the doctrine, The theologian
who realizes this treats his sources as products of contexts different
from his own and tries to bring back to life these contexts so that

the statements which were made in themm can be understood--and so

that they are not isolated from that context and given a false interpretatig
2) The Key Task in Current Catholic Theology is to assimilate these
changes in the conception and method of approaching the sources of
thelogy by establishing a method ¥ for the whole of theology which

can guide the development of dxmm doctrine, that is, to advert seriously
to the questions which the age poses for theology and to be able

to ARRE answer them with the truths R of which the biblical statemnts
are an expressiongxe, But the answers _are not ¥x in the mmex Bible--
there are no statements there which reldin the full force of trugh

for a contemporary man mnkxsa unless he is made to understand these
statements, This is accomplished by means of & the transposdtion of

which are eternally true to the notion of development of expressions
of truths which are eternal only in the mind of God, its method must
change from one whe ensures the coherence and logical connectim of a
body of eternally true statements, to a method which is able to guide
the development of these statements from one historical age to
another, Such a method ensures the historical continuity of different

presence of truth since it is able to effect authentic transpositions

of th%s truth between changing historical contexts, (Cf. note 2 pp.
207f,

3)..The Contribution of Philosophy to_the Establishment of New
Thoughteforms is &gm quite fundamental., If theology is to work out

a method which will enable it to properly guide cognitional performance
in a way that is able tongrk in trans-chltural conrexts (i,e., to work
in different ones, as they are exposed by hiqgjrical studies), there

must be available to it an account of cognitional performance, @astan-
scendeatal




this trangendental method HaXXHXXXXI{KEXAHKK (and the epistemology

and the metaphysics wheih it ® implies) so that it becomes a specifimlly
theolog ical method, But philosophy can help in these adaptdionss,
too,..perhaps its 0w most important consequences will be that the
grounding of xhkmkm theology in a metaphysics which is derived ultimately
from an account of cognitionalperformance will be experientially
verifiable by all who care to approach it seriously, Also, if phil-
osophy goes beyond the erection of a metaphysice to an account of

the operations ineolved in coming to decisions about values and actions,
it is capable of lending a hand to the theologian because it provides

an experiential basis for a discussion of grace, i.e, of the gift

of God's yaxmyxxaxgRhagxRrmxdkxeuxkka love, Such a discussion can

be very mm powerful when it comes time to communicate the meaning

of grace to B@mMER someone who does not understand the term in its P
traditional context, but who is an authentic person in the contemp orary
context,

In the light of the above, the following seems like a good
question:

"Lonergan notes, pp, 201-202, "When thwlogy is seen as an
ongoing process, its contextual structure accords not with the rules
of deductive logic but with the contimuous and cumulative process
ruled by a method. ...0nly a theology structured by method can assimilate
the somewhat recently accepted hermeneutic and historical methods and
X it alone has room for developming d%ctrines and developming kRhae
theologies, " (emptesis mine) Why™®®'doctrinal statements develop?
(cf, pp. 193-197) Why is a methodical theology best suited for
dealing with sumch doctrinal development? (cf, pp. 197-202) Why mar is
the philésophical articulation of a "transcendental method" necessary
for the pEapkeE proper articulation of a specifically theological
method? (cf. pp. 202f, and 206ff,)"

We might indicate to the students that, if they prefer, they can
g0 back to an essya they missed and write on that, «~-John,




Theology 128, Essay Question: “Belief: Today‘’s Iszue®

The £irBt paper from A Second Collection that we will be reading will bes "Beliaf:

Today’s Issue,” pp. 87-99. Before reading this essay, resd carefully the handout

that explains how you are {o do these assignmnents. You will note that this is one
eassay that all are expected to writs on.

For next Thureday, Feb. 24, urite a one-page essay ancwering the following question:
Why, according to this paper of Lonergan's, is belief such an importent issue today?




Theology 128, Sec. 71, Exam 1, February 16, 1977

1.

2.

3.

Modern Science differs from the science of Aristotle and the medievals on several
counts, and these two different ways of doing sclence have given rise to two quite
different world-views. BExplain this statement, and indicate the problem that
eperges for modern nen and women from the emphases of modern science.

Yhat are some of the principal themes of the secular humanism that has come from
the Enlightement"’ What problems (o these tiemes pose for religious belief?

Two alternative human futures may be envisaged, one that would result if we

continued to emphasize a notion of the human person that comes from the first
Enllghtsnment and another that would result if we accepted and implemented the
9nphaseg of the second Enlightenment. Explain. g




Theology 128, Sec. 71, Exam i, Pebruary 16, 1977

i.

2.

Modern Science differs from the sclence of Aristotls and the medievals on several
counts, anl these two different ways of doing sclence have gliven rise to two quite
different world-views. Explain this statement, and indicate the problem that
energes for modern men and women from the emphases of modern scilence.

¥hat are some of the principal themes of the secular humanism that has come from
the Enlightenment? What problenms o these t:emes pose for religious bellef?

Two alternative human futures may be envisaged, one that would result if we

continued to emphasize a notion of the human person that comes from the first

Enlightenment and another that would result if we accepted and implementad the
pha.se; of the second Enlightenment. Explain.

idrat




Theology 128, Contemporary Catholic Theolegy, Essay question on "Theolegy and
Man’s Futurs,” pp. 135-148.

It seems clear that Lonergan in this essay is writing out of the context of
Newman®s understanding of human knowing as something which is & whole with its
parts organically related (ef. p. i42). Zonrorgan has concerned himself with
sltuating theology within that whole as one of its constitusnt parts in the
contemporary scens,

éddress yourselves, then, to the topie, "Thenlogy and the organic unity of
hupan knouipg today,” as Lonergan develops it in this essay.

One note of eamuticn: bs sure in your reading to distinguish betucen the
cultural superstructurs (of which theology is a part) end the everyday level
of culture (of which zeligion 1t a constitueat). We are now moving from the
averyday lewel to the superstructure in our course, and thus your paper should

concentrate on theology, not on zeligion,

(This essay can halp you understard why you are expected to study theolegy,
houw theclogy is related to other disciplines, amd how it can contribute to your
foraulation of your owa sducational goals).
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b Althousgh long, Lonevzan's “irlse L9 verv opceies Lare and st -
1 . = M) o] b .
gt ) be taken seriousiv, Vﬁwv briefly W2 oCan ans.yzs Ltoand damen .
we Y. b o _
*ﬁgﬁw* elaborare irs neaning in ”PLP*Luu W ot the srticle yhich ir . >
ser o dy L Titles,  Thas there is a Soore o DY waan? Ihr>rasna&xﬂ iy
¢ Vgl S S S T . Sr te o e e e ) A
R L0 LBaLwasBakigniiiansr sk ?Jhﬂfxudﬁﬂhhhu v The one hapnd, o dod's gift -
PRI of his love (%o grace}; on e ather faad, N9 the “modern worldh _
" which the tifilde mentionz., ‘wioas response iLs LvY it is rthe response T
A : 0L the Jesult ac 3”L°’? ann ﬁﬁu“*kv, that ig, 17 o ERXAEEKYHEKERPIRER &*
e i 2L 2L .
Lo R the active rezspons a i

selved the g1t Af 3adts love .
2iET ang *he poomise which Le its

rmis mediation t

one **0 Bas re:

‘J
Py

v
,,

N and who worxs to mediat
R - legacy *3 rhe mocdern uarld
. is asostolic in a full LY ch alns % the fransforpa EL on'
ERR - of rhe modern worle gx in the LLght " the nowledes, the horizon, T
3T 'rt“'V Walen the £ oaifr of God'e love Lnpart sERARRANRXREEYRAXAXXKRXERMRRG - el
e T ., HEREHXEKEXREKESR (S0 soom transformating L Fhe Lo -ac of gr
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1.

are explicirtly advyerted vo, el « Thus fhe essav o is commed |
4p in its titie, In The 1ighf we nay briefiv soum up the . o Lo
RHEBRER sections of the eesay: . .

. P * A
. 1) aathenticity. Lonevzan ourlines hie halie” rhrar anrhenticity |
is a fancrion of self :
is achieved on four {77
iry (intenrional operarinns are
.-, Try *n discern or qf trn that wiieh e
" and henrce are SwLL-tvauxpn

ranscendsnee, a4 e scendence waich 7 ;

ran
Lous ZnEenREdRA 1nfenr13nalf
s owhich go oul to, which S
wh The subject, the object, & ° &
in ther veev nar zrﬁ~~u"r'ﬁ*ﬂ frax co e,

etreaint Levelg

iy ;; ,4. '

from thiz a1 point of view fw‘ Foarth tevel ir mach a radical level. L
3 of seli-transcendence hemusxx lLecavse, as the Level wherc agrality G

1 ls operative, and Thus as the level whers we infend the objeective L
gooow g§ood, we are also Lavolved in "intending or affirming st only ’
p . . Objects, but gther subjects. Je transexcend our own sul sjectivite ycomanndxg
Piatt "in our willingness fo advart to and cesire the cronorete existence
' - and prL-beLng of ofher subjects. Car inrentionali*v becomes not )
S ‘merely our own, buf RMaKXQQXhArmmmun“rxwaﬁxxxkgRRXKxxxuhngXE become s '

T theintenrlondglrv of a broader, cao- izl Suhject, of a comnunity, T

v e - KaikeREmEX We become the intentic:. Py owoich love is, we hecome
Laa prinicinle not of our

St funcrions of Lty we Nave 3 hel.y whigh

QT cetty subjectivip, but of love, e are beins-in-love, e are the

Al o b Bodv of L”txqf--bovn' bodv--a living ablivior, Thisg ties into T

Augustine's noticn that there i3 only cae veue et of worship, o T

not several, and rhat is rhe eacrifise ohich the incarnare Word
made on the cross, It i= rlhie nost perfect act of vorshis bacause : ’
the most perfectly willed~-it ia the death 05 sousnie ¥Re in whosge _
grasp was perfect immortality aad pey©act qin10c~nm'q, The death v .

© 9f someone whn neither neededto die or cwad any deat™  for any reason, . .-
That is, it was the most consummate act of 1nr~pfxnndlxrv possible, i
and our acts of ﬂeL'-frﬁuscenhence o intentionality, are only .
functions of this one {(in order to he vprﬁﬂrr) e are jeined tro s
it in that corporatra sabjectiviry, thar coraorar o 51r10naL1ty, Y

i) T

B

8ut we have strayed far kK from the essay 2t hand nese four,
different levelis avesxiankyx  of onerations are LJ7LV the natrural
?'“~,~" flowering of the a%ﬂdu spirit, and t-us Auth“n*1Ci*y iz mINpUSER

ﬁ‘ . xnxixx}smmpnyx consititrued sxuply in Tolloswing "the huilt-in law .
S of the buman spirit®™ (149},

R e 2 ey - oy 2 £ vy g - :.'_ r - o
A 2) The gpirit. But our authenticity, or capacity for sel ransc Rce,

¥



- Lo A Vs B
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RN %St?%r ERRELLAST T 2R v P B BETAR SBER LT o, &) s fitment S
PR our beinz becomes a REZNERKERAn belng~in-love all of whose actions :
?'{3”' ang iugu;Ly are accordingiy determined by the toriion of & Lelng- .
e in-love, that iz, by the princinle of a thorouxhgein: seli-transcendence,
’ ' Cur being operatiges on this primciole, our au*“rq“icity iz fulfilled,
S This iz the gift which the Soiritwk 1wuqvt°
i ) P
T ©3) 1t is a gift which, as a zift of tle Snirirgx wri”% blows where -
o - it wills, has a "notakle annnvn1fv" o it, It ig © ”xﬁ rnoall s
':‘-.‘ cultures. The drescnce of zrace to =arh cnliure is éﬁé wheraver S
, there is authentic relizion (Ytrue' religion, with Augustine).
This anonymous gxf* is made explicit only by The Worg, uatu inan
BERXRRUKER " ' +?¢01Wa rha bhsiprtre and rhrough the
7 words of the uOrC, anﬁ“%hzougn he Ingarnate Word) the incarnate N
e meaning emerzings out of tha faat™ of the Lrrd,
i
S 'y L) Illowe rer, Vhis reuaderin, . Licir o7 the S,‘i‘*i." 12l zifr of .
e - love, this ezplicit TESEAKSGIL B xhRG ‘nrry of the & precence of
o God inrto the world of wen throuph ills wgrd, rhis PL(?LZVLH% act, i
A Uhis meuymkakrRikar revelatinn, 7as limited xn spa~tally and fanoorallv
N ' AamdmirmxgkxxzﬁﬁxnxuxxuxxtixxxxfkﬁxxxxxnxyNxXxXXXxxxx In oarder
b that it continue, ra“her, in order trat what is revealed may te
S ~ ‘mediated beyond 1rﬂ arinzinal temporai and epa r141 context, there
L e are those holy men, women, priests and azostlee @ xEIZNABEXSARR
oo " who are sent on such a rask.
), Ce 7 -
o n 5) The task becomes more conalo“, however, when Lt 1s realized
R RAAR that not only was the original impartation of thne Yord
3.,; . o§ God spdially and temporalily }Lm}red, it was ai=o §§§§§§§§£§é§‘
te s Akmkgmnx culrurallv limited, Hach generafion mugt grasple’ wi
AR the task of dealing wirb this cultural variable, =»nd, among others,
EAARIS _ Lonergan paosints to the sendlesancs Jecw*ffhr ar Rhuys an esample o
LD of Christians who were conceried to meet 5111 wro actnally did
' ' .Mmeet: the cauallhnpa which the onltfal % varisble reoresents., He
SO notes, GOH?VGY *haf along with other Thristiang, the Jeeuitg in- = - .
v L herlfgu the clas«xclqr conception of culture, nuvhh is characterized
%;V.Jp, by a Yhuilt-in anana“ity’ror change, .leaponses o cultural crises . f
et were alwavs responses to rhe idanzer that culture would be, not Ty
Wt K .Changed, but snuifed out, There was no notion ““at rxlfzi- might
o ke able to change 7o the hetter, or ar least simply chanee, and S
Q,;rv a that rhe appropriare response in such a serios of change Ls not ‘ .
. resistance, hut exollnxraflon of the resgurces whirh the new eulture
s ol haf ar its ﬁLsoodihi in an effort to m=diare intneli” thne transformarive
ff; S EEWHR¢Y hnrxniixrnnnanrmﬂlnxxwvax power of ?wa nri, the X authenfxciry
et which is the legacy of the gifr of 30d?'s Live, Tre taszk is to-
O discover the waxas ways in which the 3Soirit is operarive in the new R
ey "~ culture, and to render that operatisn explicit, to wmediatie its % 4
oo meaning to thoss in the culture through God,  Hut this *-i
- will not happen if one insists on not zudrerti thie change which .
sl has occured. "In the measure that ons insists on leading and BN
[ teaching within suructurves that ne longer function and through R
”irw a channels that no longer exist, in that very measure X% lcadership ‘”*
%ﬁfz‘ e and teaching cease to exist, " (IRALerkpiFxyxgsd (1337, ‘ P
[ PO T . |
7f o 6) Thus the task of the iﬂ:ELC today is to aedia*e ro this culture 1
W', - 7 of today the word of God and hence to transform ir--Zor this mediation °
... is no less than rhe mediarion of av least “he offer of authenricity,
%ﬁﬂ o This transformative avostalate will exercise itsalf in three primarya
1 .



T " ’ areas, according to Donergan: Yif I an m correch iLn assuning that

e, the Je”"its of the tueniiieth cantnury, like rthore of the esixteenth, . |
L. - . exist to wmeet crises, they have to accepn the gains 59 nodevaity

PR in rh& natural science, in philosophy, in theology, kixex whiie

;x , ' working out strategies for daling wirh ggglldxxvf viewe on religion
T and thh concomitant distrotiong iu man's ngﬁxon f lﬂﬂn‘ knowledze,

2 1 qt in his aporetiension »2f. viran Trealit v, in tig orpa inization of

, a4 s human affairs," That ig--be muast grasp the potentials of rhe

e 2 culture wmkRuy»EKExAxRA working within thewn ak ro transfiorm i, to

P o, « make it a muiRmkey» culture which is authentic, self-transecnedingxxx

- 5 "(responsive o the iavexRixRERyeRizRr 51’* of Jodvls love which

:33 has been vrdpeaxersRaxRRaax reudered exnpolicit rto thooa ),

P

 EamkXikar in it no

thegs observations, LU geems
. Lonexgau atses 0 Lsaues 1
3 siready famili Gith, datie
it ktﬁ- an es9a7 NIl Thls lecturs wou
held articulare tha relationzbilp bo
sections, and rums BERNZ a4n0ns The various innerga
walch they represent and wirh ohich rhvu:xrfkfaxxi
are familiar., Perchaps, Then, the followlng ie & g
o 4 . Ao - 1. - -, € n e k3 -
Tuls essay 1s best approacted as a "ravieo®,
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themes with wihlch you are not siveady familiar,
ratner, you wili find Lonergan Touching on man, of the themes
. yoa have seen hin touch upon elsswiere, using then To illuminare
what e conceives the Jesult--and mnores tredly, the Chriastian--
vocation to be in the modern worig, iz rt. of wncation is it?
" This we should renember from the cariy of cur course--it Ls

drawing -

its cultural coutext into self -transce Lnto autk cnt1c1tV(.~.
first sentence 5f last paragrad™ in onses 1* willl be nelpful if
vou could, in a one pasge esgsay, Joint our how each of the six
themes Lonergan deals with helbs to il1nmia4rc the Christian
vocation in the modern world as a transforauatisnal vocation with

respect to that modern world,

Christian vocation in xex general.’

~=John,

[ { G, . .. - ? w
‘ 2.3, We aran't trvinz to make Jesulis oab of anyone! The
‘essay certainly has broader dau1icarion. it is relevant to the .




Theology 128, Section i, Exam 1, February 17, 1977

i, Show how the modern urderstanding of history as discussed in class results 1n a set
of cultural and/or religious problems peculiar to modern men and women.,

2. The phenocmena of modern athelsm armd of the expsrience of godlessness have usnned
several forms. The philosophy of the Enlighterment lies behind at least some of
these expressions of unbelief or of the inability of modern men and women to finmd
God. Explain,

3, What is comnon to the contemporary calls for liberatlon, amd how do they reflect
a reaction against some principal themes {o smerge from the first Enlightenment?
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Theology 128, Sec. 71, Exam 1, February 16, 1977

1.

2.

3.

Modern Sclence differs from the sclence of Aristotle and the medievals on several
counts, and these two different ways of doing sclence have given rise to two quite

different world-views. Explain this statement, and indicate the problem that

emerges for modern men and women from the emphases of modern sciencs.

What are some of the principal themes of the secular humanism that has coms from

the Enlightenment? What problems (io these tiemes pose for religious belief?

Two alternative human futures may be envisaged, one that would result if we

continued to emphasize a notion of the human person that comes from the first

Enlighternment and another that would result if we accepted and iamplemented the

enphaaes of the second Enlightemment,

Explain .

ot



Theology 128 Exan 2

HWrite an essay on each of the following topies. The essay on the first topic counts
one-third of the exam, and the essay on the sec-ond two-thixds,.

1. The transition from clsssicist culture to modern culture, what this means for

Catholics, and why it does not involve a new veligion or a new falth, according
to Lonergan.

2. Explain the following statement:s the vosation of the Church in the modern world
1s ‘to transforz modern culture in such a way that it promotes rather than destroys
the human good. Inclule in your essay:

“a) a notion of the human good

"b) an irdication of ways in which modern culture can destroy the..
huaan good

"¢) the function of religion in promoting the human go.d 3

] d) the need for the Church if religion is to serve this funation.
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Theology 128, Essay Queation: “Belief: Today's Issus"

The first paper from 4 Sezond Collectlon that we will be reading will be "Belief:

Today’s Issue,” pp. 87-99. Before reading this essay, read carefully the handout

that explains how you are to do these assignments, You will note that this is one
assay that all are expected to write on.

For next Thursday, Feb, 24, write a one-page essay answering the following question:
Why, according to this paper of Lonsrgan's, is belief such an important issue today?



Theology 128, Contsaz Catholic Theology, Essay question on "The Abgsence of.
God in Modern Culture” :

Lonergan describss in this essay theebsence of God froz both what he calls the
"anperstructural” and the “"everyday”levels of modern culture. Write a one-page
essay explaining the absence of God in the "everyday" level of modern culture, '
according to Lonergan. (Be sure your essay clearly reflects what Lonergan's
notion of culturse is, along with hisz notions of cultural superstructure vs. the
everyday cultural level).



b

Theologz' 128, Contempowi..y Catholic Theology, Essay question on “The Future of Christisnity"
pp. 149-163)

On p. 149 Lonergan explains that he is summarizing F. Heliler’'s papsr in an gtempt
to "draw attention away from what is outward and toward what is inner amd vital in
religion.® In one sense, this is the aim of the essay &8s a whols., Such a shift in
our attentlon shows us that element in Christianity that guarantees it a future, amd
also helps us to understand in what respects a Christianity of the future must be
different from that of the past ages. FExplain, then,

a) what 1s the groumd for the future of Christianity,
and b) why this future must be different.

(N.B.s While this 1s an optional essay, you are strongly encouraged to pake it one
of those you write on, since it sums up suceinetly and relevantly the main thrust of
a good deal of Lonergan’s thought).,



Theology 128, Contemporary Catholic Theolezy, Essay question cn "Theology ard
Mar's Futurs,” pp. 135-148.

It seems clear that Lonergan in this essay is writing out of the context of
Newman®s understanding of humar knowing o sonething which is s whole with its
parts organically related (cf. p. 142). DZonergen bas concerned himsel? with
sltuating thoology within thet whole as one of its constituent paris in the
COntenpoTary scens.

Address yourselves, thea, to the topie, "Thehlogy and the organic unity of
huan knowing today,” as Lonergan develops it in this essay.

Ons note of e¢aubion: bs sure in your reading to distinguish betuween the
cultwral superstructurs (of which theolozy is & part) end the everylay level
of sulture {of which geligion is a comstituent). We are now moving from the
aeveryiay level to the supsrstructure in owr course, and thus your paper should
aoncentrate on theology, not on yeligion,

(This essay can halp you urderstand why you ars expected to ztuiy theclogy,
how theology is related to other disciplines, and how it can contribute to your
formulation of your owa educational goals).




Theology 128, Contemporary Catholie Theology, Essay question on "Theology in its
New Context™, pp. 55-67.

In "Theology in its New Contexi,” Lonergan speaks of the need for a renewed
theology, and emphasiges that such a theology must be placed on a new foundation.
Address yourselves to the following two-part question:

i; ¥Why, according to Lonergen, does a renswed theology need a new foundation?

2) VWhy fils conversion specified as an appropriate foundation for a renewed

theology?




Theology 128, Contemporayy Cnthoiie Thoolozy, Essay question on “The Subject,”
pp. 69-86

Lonergan In this essny 1s introducing us to somecne new, the subjeet. In an
effort to get to know hir bstier (ari thls is no easy task--the subject is a
nevcomer not only to us but to philosophy vzl theolegy in gonsrald) it way be
helpful to answer the followirg gusztions ia & 1 to 14 puge essays ¥Who ig the
the subjact? How doos he or she get to bg a subject? How does he or she cone
to £ind out that he or she is a subjluet, ox. bhettor, cone to undorstani vhat
1t nesns to be u subject? be‘ Be 791 “Tho transiiion frou the neglected and
truncated subject to self-approririation is 2ot a siaple matter., It is not jus
a ratter of finding ocut and ossounting to & sunber of tyuve propositions . . . "
Thon what 1s 1t?)

Pleane note that although ths esazy la Imr than usuzl, srd also more camplex,
you will be dolng yourself a favor if you try to koep your paper within the usual
suggosted longth., This wlll heve tho <®fusi & helping vou to state only what
is nost basic tc the article, itn vnderlyiny thezon, without gotiing lost in
what for beginning students night se¢s 2 rsis of econfusing detail, Be concise,
rracise,



Theology 128, Essay question on “The Response of the Jesult as Priest and Apostle
in the Modern World,” pp. 165-187

This essay is beat approached as a review. You will find in it no themes with
which you are not already familiar from reading Lonergan through the course of this
semester, Rather, you will find him here touching on many of the themes you have
scen him touch upon elsewhere, u:ing then to illuninate what he conceives the
Jesult--and more broadly, the Christian--vocation to be in the modern world. From
the second part of our course, we should remenbsr what sort of vocation this is: &
transformationsl vocation, an apostolate which aims at drawing its cultural context
inte ;olf%ranscendencep into authenticity (cf. first sentensce of last paragraph in
ensay).

It will be holpful, then, if in a ons page essay you polnt ocut how each of the
six themos Lonergan deals with helps to 1lluminate the Christian vocation in the
zodern world as a transformational vocation with respect tc that modern world.

P.S. The poin', of having you rsad the essay 1s not to try to foous your attention
parrowly on Jesuits, The essay has broader applimtion. It is relevant to tho
Christian vocation in general.




Theology 128, Essay question on *Fhilosophy and Theology,” pp. 193208

Lonorgan notes, pp. 201-202: *"When theology is ssen as an ongoing process, its
contextual structure accords not with the rules of deductive logic but with the
continuous and cumulative process ruled by a mathod. . . . Only a theology struc=
tured by nethod can assinilote the somewhat recently accepted hermeneutic and -
historical methods and it alone has rom for developing doctrines and developing
theologies.” Why must dootrinnl statements develop? (of. pp. 193-197) Why is
a pothodical theology best sulted for dealing with such doctrinal development?
(ef. pp. 197-202) Why is the philosophical artisulation of a “iranscendental
mothed™ necessary for the proper articulation of a specifically theologigal
methcd? (ef., pp. 202f. and 206ff.) '




Theology 128, Contemporary Catholic Theology, Final Examination

In the first part of our course, we stislied some major features of the
modern world and the problems these pose for contemporary Catholicism and for
1ts theology. In the second t amd third parts of our course, we studled the
vocations, respsctively, of ¢he Catholiec Church and of Catholic theology in
the modern world. For your final examination, write an essay showing how it
can be argued that the genuine response to these vocations will effectively
meet the problems posed by the modern world as studied in the first part of
the course,






