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PREFACE
Solidarity of the church with the whole human family

1. The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the men of our time, especially
of those who are poor or afflicted in sny way, are the joy and hope, the grief
and anguish of the followers of Christ as well. Nothing that is genuinely
human fails to find an echo in their hearts. PFor theirs is a community com-
posed of men, of men vho, united in Christ and guided by the holy Spirit, press
onwards towards the kingdom of the Father and are bearers of a message of sgl-
vation intended for all men. That is why Christians cherish a feeling of deep
solidarity with the human race and its history.

The council addresses all men

2. HNow that the Second Vatican Council has deeply studied the mystery of
the Church, it resolutely addresses not only the sons of the Church and all
vho call upon the name of Christ, but the whole of humsnity as well, and it
longs to set forth the way it understands the presence and function of the
Church in the world of todasy.

Therefore, the world which the Council has in mind is the whole human
family seen in the context of everything which envelopes it: it is the world
a3 the theatre of human history, bearing the marks of its travail, its
triumphs and failures, the world, which in the Christian vision has been
created and is sustained by the love of its maker, which has been freed fronm
the slavery of sin by Christ, vho was crucified and rose again in order to
break the stranglehold of the evil one, so that it might be fashioned anew
according to God's design and brought to its fulfillwent.

An offer of service to mankind

3. In wonder at their own discoveries and their own might men are today
troubled and perplexed by questions about current trends in the world, about
their place and their role in the universe, sbout the meaning of individual
and collective endeavor, and finally about the destiny of nature and of men:
And so the Council, as witness and guide to the faith of the whole people of
God, gathered together by Christ, cen find no more eloquent expression of
its solidarity and respectful affection for the whole human family, to which
it belongs, than to enter into dialogue with it sbout all these different

roblems. The Council will elarify these problems in the light of the Gospel
2 ?1 will furnish mankind with thefgaving rgswrces vhich the Church has

received from its founder under the promptings of the Holy Spirit. It is man
himself who must be saved: it is mankind that must. be renewed:; It is man,
therefore, wvho is the key to this discussion, man considered whole and entire,
with body and soul, heart and conscience, mind and will,
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This is the reason why this sacred Synod, in proclaiming the noble
destiny of man and affirming an element of the divine in him, offers to co-
-operate unreservedly with mankind in fostering a sense of brotherhood to
correspond to this destiny of theirs. The Church is not motivated by an
earthly ambition but is interested in one thing only--to carry on the work
of Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for he came into the world
to bear witness to the truth, to save and not to judge, to serve and not to
be served.

INTRODUCTION
THE SITUATION OF MAN IN 'THE WORLD TODAY
Hope and anguish

h, At all times the Church carries the responsibility of reading the signs
of the time and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel, if it is to
carry out its task, In language intelligible to every generation, she should
be able to answer the ever recurring questions which men ask sbout the meaning
of this present life and of the life to come, and how one is related to the
other. We must be aware of and understand the aspirations, the yearnings,
and the often dramatic features of the world in which we live. An outline of
some of the more important features of the modern world forms the subject of
the followling paragraphs.

Ours is & new age of history with critical and swift upheavals spreading
graduslly to all corners of the earth, They are the products of man's intelli-
gence and creative activity, but they recoil upon him, upon his Judgments and
desires, both individusl and collective, upon his ways of thinking and scting
in regard to people and things. We are entitled them to speak of a real social
and cultural transformation whose repercussions are felt too on the religious
level.

A transformation of this kind brings with it the serious problems associ-
ated with any crisis of growth. Increase in power is not always accompanied
by control of that power for the benefit of man. - In probing the recesses of"

-his own mind man often seems more uncertain than ever of himself: in the
gradual and precise unfolding of the laws of social living, he is perplexed
by uncertsinty about how to plot its course.

In no other age has mankind enjoyed such an sbundance of wealth, resources
and economic well-being; and yet & huge proportion of the people of the world
is plagued by hunger and extreme need while countless numbers are totally -
{1literate. At no time have men had such a keen sense of freedom, only to be
faced by new forms of slavery in living and thinking. There is on the one
' depend=-
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a war of total destruction. If there is a growing exchange of ideas, there
is still widespread disagreement sbout the meaning of the words expressing our
key concepts. There is lastly a painstaking search for a better material
world, without a parallel spiritual advancement.
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Small wonder then that many of our contemporaries are prevented by this
complex situation from recognizing permanent values and duly applying them to
recent discoveries. As a result they hover between hope and anxiety and
vonder uneasSily sbout the present course of events. It ie a situation that
challenges men to reply; they cannot escape.

Deep~geated changes

5. The spiritusl weasiness of todey and the changing structure of life
are part of a broader upheaval, vhose symptoms are the increasing part pleyed
on the intellectual level by the mathematical and natural sciences (not exclud-
ing the sciences dealing with man himself) and on the practical level by
their repercussions on technology. The scientific mentality has wrought a
change in the cultural sphere and on habits of thought, and the progress of

-technology ié now reshaping the face of the earth and has its sights set on -
- the conquest of space. ' .

The human mind is, in ‘2 certain sense, broadening its mastery over timg—-
over the past through the insights of history, over the future by foresight

- and planning. Advances in biology, psychology, and the social sciences not

only lead man to greeter self-awareness, but provide him with the technical -
means of molding the lives of whole peoplea as well., At the same time the
human race is giving more and more thought to the forecasting and control or
its own population growth. :

The accelerated pace of history is such that one can scarcely keep

- abreast of it. The destiny of the human race is viewed as a complete vhole,

no longer, as it ware, in the particular histories of verious pgoples: now

- it merges into e complete whole. And so mankind substitutes a dynemic and -

nore evolutionary concept of nature for a static one, and the result is an
{imense series of new problems calling for a new endeavor of analysis and

. gynthesis.

Changes in the social order ‘ Y

6. As a result the traditional structure of locel commnities~~family,

clan, trive, villege, various groupings and social reletionships--is subjected

to ever more sweeping changes. Industrialization iz on the increase end hes -
ralsed some nations to a position of affluence, while it radically transfigures
ideas and soclal practices hallowed by centuries. Urbanization too is on the

. increase, both on account of the expanding number of city diiellers and the

spread of an urban way of life into rursl settings: Recent more efficient

mass media are contridbuting to the spread of knowledge and the speedy diffusion
far and wide of habits of thought and feeling, setting off chain reactions in
their wake. One cannot underestimate the effect of emigration on those who,
for vhatever reason, are led to undertake a nevw wgy of life. On the whole,

the bonds uniting man to his fellows multiply without ceasing, snd “socieliza-
tion" creates yet other bonds, without, however, s corresponding psrsonal
development, and truly personal reletionships "personalization.” It is above
all in countries with advanced astandards of economic and social progress that
these developments are evident, but there are stirrings for advaencement afcot
among peoples eager to share in the berefits of industrlalization and urbaniza~-
tion. Peoples like these, especielly where ancient traditicne are still strong,
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are at the sams time cuiscious of the need Lo exerelse their froeden ip a -ore
aabure cpa parsongl vay.

Chenges In attitudes; morsls nnd religiom

7. A chunge in attitudes and structures freguently calls accepted valu@=s
into question, This {s true above ail of young people who have grown impatient
at timee snd, indeed, rchelliocus in their distress., Ccasclour of their own
imrortance in the life of soeiety., they aspire %o play thelir port in it all
the sooner.

As regards religlon there it a completely new atmosphers that conditions
1te practice. On the one hand people are taking a hard lock at all magicsl
world-viaws snd provalliing superstiticns and duemanding a more personel cnd
getive cormitseant of falth, so that not a few have achieved s li-roly cvence of
the divine. On the other hapd greuter numbers are falling sway from the prac—
tice of religion. In th2 past it was the exception o repudiste Cod and
relidon to the point of abendening them, and then only in individusl casas;
out nowadays 1%t gecers & matier of cuurse o reject them az Iincorpatible with
celentifMe progreer ond a nes kind of huranism. In nany places it is not only
In philosophicnl terms thet such trends are expressed, but there are gignhg of
therm in literuture, srt, the hunanities, the interpretation of history and
even civil law: all of vwhich is very disturbing tc cany p2ople,

Im" mlences in the vorld of todsy

8. The headlong development of the world and a keener awareness of exigte
Ing luequalities ke for the creation and aggravation of differences and
Irbalonces, On the personal level there often arises an imbalance between an
outlook which 13 practical snd modern and a way of thinking vhich fails to
master and synthegize the sum totsl of its ideas, Another imbalance cccurs
between concern tor practicality and the demands of moral conseience, not to
rantion that between the claics of group living and the needs of individusl
eflection and contemplation. A third inmbalance takes the form of confliet
hatween speciallirntivy and an overall view of reality.

On the fanily level there are tensions wising out of demogruphic, econu-
e and soclal presaures, out of conflicts beihiwsen succeeding genevaticrs, =nd
out «f new social relaticaships between the srxes

On the level of race and scveial cless we find tensiocns between the affiucut
sn~ fhe -mderdevelupud netionsg, we find them between internaiicnel hodiesg set
uo in the interests of peare mnd the ambitions of fdeoleglce® indoctrinubticn
eleng with netional oy bloc expangionism. In the midst of It all 3tends mun,
at cnace the aubhor mand the vietim of mutual distrust, animosity, conflict and

woe,
Breades vapirations ¢f mankind
9, Mmapwhiie there is a srcwing convaetion of rmankind's ability snd duby

to shtrengthen it~ mastyry over pature and of the need to estebrish u political
gorinl ., acd econonle order at the scrvicr of msn Lo acsert and develop the
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dignity proper to individuals and to soccleties

Oregl nurbura or people ere acutely cconscious of being deprived of the
world®s poods Lhrowh injustice and unfair distributicn and arevehemontly
deranding thels share of them, Developing nations like the ruccatly icdepends-
ent states are snxious to share in the political and econordr benefits of
modern civilizstion and to play their part freely in the world. but they axe
harpered by their economic dependence on the rapidly expanding richer astions
ané. the ever widening gsp between them. The hungry nations cry cut te their
affluent neighbors; womsn clain parity with men in fact as well as of rights,
vhere they bave not elready obtained it; farmers and workers insist not Just
on the necesgsities of life but alsco on the opportunity to develop by their
lgbor their persongl talents and to play their due role in organizing econonie,
goclal, political. and cultural life. Now for the {irat time in history people
are not afraid tc think that cultural benefits are for all and should be avail~
able to evervbody. '

These cleira are but the sign of a deeper and more widespread espiraiion.
len as an individual aud as & member of soclety craves a life that ig full,
autopomous, and werthy of his nabure as a human being; he Jongs to harness
Tor his own welfare the irmense resources c¢f the modern world. Amcng nations
thera {3 2 growing rovement to set up a worldwide community.

In the lipght of the foregoing factors there appears the fichotory of a
world that i3 st once powerful aend weak, capsble of deing what ig noble and
what 1s base, dispoged to freedom and slavery, progress and decline, brother
hocd and hatred. HMan is growing conscious thct the forces he has unleashed
ars In his own hands and that it is up {0 him {0 control them or be ensiaved
by them. Here Jies the modern dilamma,

Man’s deeper questioninge

10, The dichotomy affecting the modern world is, in fact, a symptom of
the deaper dichotomy that is in man himself. He is the meeting point of many
conflicting forces., In his condition &3 = created being he is sublect to a
thousand shorteomings, but feele untrammeled in his inclinstions and destlned
for & higher form of life., Torn by a welter of anxieties he is coupelled to
choose between them and repudiate scme among them, Worse still, feeble and
girful as he is, he often does the very thing he hates and does not do what
he wants. And so he feels himself divided. and the result is a host of dis-
cords In social life. Many, 1t is true, fail to see the drauabtic neture of
this state of affairs in all 1its clarity for their vision is in fact blurred
by materialiem, or they arc prevented from even thinking ebcut it by the
wret chedness of thelr plight Otherg delude themselves 4that they have lound
peace in & worldeview now fagshicnable. There are still othcyxs whege hopes are
set on a genulne and total em.neipation of mankind thruugh human efYort alone
and look forward to some future earthly paradise where all the desires of
thelr hearts will be fulfilled HNor ig it unvsunl to find pecple who having
lost faith in 1ife extol the kind of foolhardiness which vculd cmuty 1ife of
all gignificonce in itscvif and invest it with o weasing of th7ie om deviging.
Norethelees, in the face of modern developrones theve i a growing body of
men who ere asking the moct fundarental of all questions or ace gl.orn,. 2 ther
with a kecnes insight: What is man? What is the meening of surfe.in~ evil
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death, which hova not been eliminated by all this progress? What is the
purpose of theae achievepents, purchased at so high z price? Whst can man
ceatzribute tn noclety? Wnat can he expect frorm Lt? What happens ufter tnin
er~thly 1ife is endad?

The Chureh believes Jhut Christ, who died and was raised for the sake
of all. can show man the way and strengthen him through the Spirit in order
to be wvorthy of his deatiny: nor is there any other name under hcaven given
among men by whieh they can be saved. The Church likewise believes that the
key, the center nnd the purpose of the whole of man's history iz to be found
in its Lord and Master., 8he also meintains thal beneath all that charg-s
there ig cuch that 1s unchanging, muech that has its ultimale foundation in
Christ, who is the sare yesterday, and todsy, and forever., And that is why
the Council, relying on the inspiration of Christ, the image of the Invisihle
God, the Tirstbom of &ll creation, proposes to sprak to all nmen in ordex to
anfold the mystery that is ran and cooperate in fackling the mein probleg-
facing the vorld todwy.






