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~a':;h D( , 

The 6hort~es$&ys .are m~ant as ~ ~i~~:ecte~s in helping you 
. to eoU.eet your thoughts about the Yartou$ tndividll.nl essays .. 

• ,Th~ b@GIi.t:, idea'lLs for, you to put in your. own words the F.!ajor points 
ra1.s®d, in the (!jss~yat: 'hand. 'I1tZEfJxDB~l:XSU!Rxwld:ir Pt.$ an aid to 
help yeu focu~ oJi the points that ar~ mt.:!jo!",we will usually' form.;. 
ulate a question or two,.to be hand$d out a ws~kbefore the 

,p&per is duet towarda I~(one, of) ~ich your @8S&Y bs to be 'directed" 
'In your. own words, thien, you will addl':"Gss the 'quefStion whtch, , 
~IJ ,a.ked of each essay.' Now 'th~c are several t-Jays of puttlng .. 
something in your o~n worda· ... one f i.s 'to simpl, writs'LOnergan said 

."; •••• ., followed Qy '.: quotation of the rele\Nlot passages.. Of 
Qour.~ that is not mueh b.tte~ than copying~ One step abo~e 
this i:s para'Pr.,r.aw,\ng ... -For example, many of you, in your 4!UUI4YS' _ 

on the Vmt lean 11 document, patter-pad your paragraph '8t,ru.~tut'e 
after the p.J.lmb®red paragraph ~str:\I¢ture in the document. ~ parapht·~!li.nt; 
the c9nt~nt of Q&ch as I you we _ along". l'k'lw at this leva1 of 
~1rit:in.g you .tt® certll\J.nly ptJ~i;~ng ~h8 dccumen.1:'8 thought: in your 
own w>rch, ~ but: ,YCttA sre still $l!fDply r@p~t£.tin8: ·for the m~8't. p~t ~ 
tHe cO'nteut 9 of .the docu,man:t,. ',If som~c>m~ came ,along a.nd aEk~d~ 
:lQuil>: tit.\C'.!c.9 .1\,151: 'Hbat ~id .'~:h~t documant!41x?,!>·a you ~ould hays ~Q, 
c~oie€} but -~o r.>~,~d h.J.m your entire p6r&phr'~.Hsei "'-in.ne~ your paper. 
aO($wul t £;Jt~ !!.l. whP.l't the Oounc1. t memberf:: W€irs trytng to Set: .at~ 
it Ofl;Y repeats ~~Mx~X!m~xx~~) although in difforrent WOrds, 
their thOf!gh-,,, . . .' • , . 

wA 'muc:b 'better' way of putt:1:qa soul.thing in your own W()rds 
is to atdt' yoursalf ·the quation, "Now just: what. 11. this eafJay , 
84yin.g'ltJ ... and an8we~ i:t,. in l! bri.ef, clear, concise essay" This 
I.!sually involY6s isolating a: domiI;'l4nt theme in the work at han~ . 
tS¥3.(for exa~ple~ a major th~e of the ~attean II doeum~nt se.em8 
to be the cGneept~o>n of modern "knexmB world am one *. which sees 
re1ptd tt1,8!.terialprogrf!l$s witbout 8. 'Correspondingly rapidsptritus! 
grc't-Ith)~n~ orStlnizlng your essay 8iroundth6it 1:hem.~ tnterpr.t~r*5 
other:thsmes a-nd tamues "raised i" the work 'In the light of this 

. th~:m~' (for t&xan:ple, th.· dpcumlllnt;fiuakem ,& point of 111,.90: ctutraet:eri.::zing 
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the 'nod([frn tJorld ·a;'Y ~l !?L1<:'? of (;ontt"'a(B~etl.onl!l·~""unQther theme- ... 
an exampl.e of ""h1ell 19 th~ possli;.3sion of an imm~ns:e amount of 
technicaL know-how and equipment, in sptte of which there 115 still 
m,uch starvat ion, etc." B.nd wh~ is aJlllX e\Ten used for oppressl v ... 
Pbrpos6s e From the standpoint of the theme we hav. chosen as 
the one we will work with, the one, which will be ~!{iu1t1~~t we can 
see t ... ji".~ that this situation is a resulst of a value 
.ystem which is not as mature as the technology which it is directing 
--that is, our spiritual growth has not kept pace with our material 
growth. Note that this could h.ve been worl<.ttelthe other way--
We could have chosed the theme of contradtictron as our major theme, 
and underatood the theme of immense material growth/meagre spiritual 
growth as • function of ~ theme. The point is, we 2~ chaos. 
A them., and use it to unify, to make sense out of, all the otht~ 
points we bring up.). This way the paper lIZ! somethlng in the 
end-ewe truly alt ,omething in Out- own word., something all our 
owo, a s!l!t!:!.etl,c eOl1l1lentary" And it doean't have to be long, either 0 

In f .ct t {t. best when kept down to a page or two, made •• up of 
two to four (about) tight, well-conceived paragraphs, 'which fol'w 

.• ach. other in logical sequence,. 

You should not be discouraged if your first few at:terttp. donQt; 
quite make it. The ide. is--we're practicing.. In some manner 
of apeakins. this sh~~~d_~~ an enjoyable ta.k (although admitteJty 
difficult). Read th~t,ry through .ever.l tim •• , one or two times 
quickly to set the general idea, not getting huns up on difficult 
.pot •• and then perhaps a third tftie more carefully, working over 
the pl.ces you found diffieult" It is be.t tOll.parete the readings 
from each other by a day or two. But write immediately after your 
careful r •• dina'. Of courae this method is only a susgestion, e 
place to.tart frame You .houldf.el your own waYQ 

With the above in mind, gr.deswere a.signed the p.per. 
on Vatican 11 in'th. follo.lng .ay: 

An 6 w., sigen~ tho.e papera which s!1~ som.thing, which 
~pr ••• nt.d • ayntheaia of the material rn the way explained abov.~ 
SUch aynth"a i. by its nature oriainal work, showl a thorough 
amount of comprehension butreaaed by • sood bit of reflection • 

A I w.. 8i "en bi( tho.e papers which for the most part were 
,capbra.ina. and doins it correctly. Also receiveing B'. were 
papers whlch tried to be wynthetic, but failed at the same time 
to raise all or most of the isaue. that were in faet raised in 
the doeu.ment. 

A g wa. given fO.r those papers which paraphra.ed, but with 
no evident.. structure grounding the atte. (not even the ordered 
paragraph •• quenee of the document), and which either paraphra.ed 
incorr.etrly, or failed to raise issue. which the dOCUMent in f. 
rat..ed. U.ually a C paper could be de.cril:red as ,"vague"" 

A « 0 wa. given tho •• few papers which h.d almost nothing 1n 
COtD18On with the document, reflecting a prefurW:ory or a non-•• istent 
reading of the tezt. No F's were 8iven thia time. 

II' ANYONE FELLS THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED UNFAIR.LY ..... it is 
your re.ponsibility to come talk about it. Pl •••• doo 
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