


The short assays acre meant as ¥m exerciees in helping you
-to ccllect vour thoughts about the vericus individual essaya,
~ The besle idea is for you to put in your own words the major paznﬁg
ralsed in the eesay at hand. Ezezwmakxwsxwiik 63 an aid to
help yeu focus opn the points that are mejér, we will usually forms
ulate & guestion or two, to be handed out a wsek before the : ,
.peper is due, towards m (one of} which your egsay Ls To be dirscted*
~In your own words, ih@n, you will address the guestion which.
iz asked of each essay. Now thafa are several ways of puﬁtlng
something in your own words--cone’ s to simply write®lonergan s&id
P .."® followed hy & quotatidn of the relevant passages, Of
courge that 1s not muth batter than copying., One step above
 this is paraphrasing. For example, many of you, in your essays’
on the Vatican il document, patterped your paragraph -gtrugtufe
after the numbered uaragraph stgucture in the doecument, paraphrasing
- the cgntent of each as you W@gﬁ“élcnge Mow at this ¢eva1 of ¢
Ceriting vou ave certalinly pu 1 the decunent’s thought in youyr
cun wrds, bat you arce still = aply. repzating, for the most, part,
the eomtent o org the daeumapc, L1f somscne came slong and asked:
po, Yhew 3&@& wnet did rhat document gay?," vou weuld hays ne,
cheic@ but o read im your entire pacaphrese]--sgince Yo paper
dossn't mgm ﬁgy what the Councll members were trying to gét at,
it only *epaan J&gﬁ%xﬁﬁgﬁmr&&x, although in differrent wmrds,
their thought

A much‘b@tter w&y of putting semething in your own words
i8 to ask yourself the quation, "MNow just whav is this essay
ss7ipg?h--and answer it, in & brief, clear, concise 8888Y . Thig
‘usually involves isclating & dominant theme in the work atc hand
fuxg. (for example, z major theme of the Vatican 11 document ssems
to be the conception of modern XRimuznxax world as one im which sees
rapld wmaterial progresgs without a correspondingly rapid spiritual
growthJand arganizing vour sssay sround that theme, interprécing
other themes and Lasues raised ig the work in the light of this
'tnwme \f@r axampla, tbe agcum@ ‘mekes & point of also. .characterizing
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che modern world a3 a place of centradierliong--another Cheme--

an example of which s The possfssion of an immense amount of
technical know-how and squipment, in spite of which there is 3&11
much starvation, etc., and whﬁﬁg is smux even used for oppressive
purposes, From the standpocint of the theme we have chosen as

the one we will work with, the one which will be definitjve, we can
see imumikurEiy that thta situation is a resulst of a value

system which is not as mature as the technology which it is directtng-

--that is, our spiritual growth has not kept pace with our material
growth, Note that this could have been worlﬁ? the other way--

We could have chosed the theme of contradiBction as our major theme,
and understood the theme of immense material growth/meagre spiritual
growth as a function of this theme, The point is, we do choose

a theme, and use it to unify, to make sense out of, all the other
points we bring up.). This way the paper ggys something in the
end--we truly say something in our own words, something all our

own, a synthetic commentary, And it doesn't have to be long, either.
In fact, its best when kept down to a page or two, made af up of

two to four (about) tight, well-conceived paragraphs, ‘which foldw

-each other in logical ssquence.

. You should not be discouraged if your first few attemps don't
quite make it, The idea is--we're practicing. In some manner
of speaking, this shculg ¢ an enjoyable task (although admittedfily
difficult). Read thepes through several times, one or two times
quickly to get the 3enera1 idea, not getting hung wp on difficult
spots, and then perhaps a third t{me more carefully, working over
the places you found difficult., It is best to separate the readings
from each other by a day or two. But write immediately after your
careful reading. Of course this method is only a suggestion, a
place to start from. You should feel your own way. -

With the above in mtnd, grades were assigned the papers

’on‘Vhttcan 11 in the following way:

An A was given those papers which said something, which
represented a synthesis of the material {n the way explained above,
Such syntheis is by its nature original work, shows a thorough
amount of comprehension butressed by a good bit of reflection,

A B was given LiX those papers which for the most part were
paraphrasing, and doing it correctly. Also receiveing B's were
papers which tried to be wynthetic, but failed at the same time
to raise all or most of the issues that were in fact raised in
tho document,

A C was given for those papers which paraphrased, but with
no evidentxz structure grounding the attemt (rot even the ordered
paragraph sequence of the document), and which either paraphrased
incorrectly, or failed to raise 1ssuas which the document in far
raised, Usually a C paper could be described as "vague’,

A £ D was given those fow papers which hcd almost nothing in
common with the document, reflecting a prefurifory or a non-existent

.‘rgading of the text, No Fis were given this time,

, IF‘ANYONE FPELLS THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED UNFAIRLY =-- it is
your responsibility to come talk about it., Please do,






