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A NOTE ON "PUTTl NG IT IN YOUt:t OWNWO;~OStl 
\ 

, 
TIti;';OL()GY 128 
1 7 ?'g B 19 77 . 

l-tE: the wrU:ing arId gradtng of paper. for' l'heo", 128, spri.ng t 7i 
) , 

Thi.!t handout is intended to explain the ?urpose of the 
we~,kly short paper!) which you are asked to write for this ,cour~e" 
Hopefu,lly,i.t wilt prove helpful 1":0:: vou when you s1.t~ down t"o ' 
write thepapers~ and when you look over r.he grarles you;lL find 
on 'Chem wheC't they W t~e g1 ven back. ' .I, 

tve will be reading oine essays by Bes:nard Lonergan in the 
cou,rse of the semester, one each w~ekj) andweo are asking you 
to write a l~l~ page eseay on se'''tHl of those nine essays.. You 
are fre. to choose the seven which yOll fi.nd most intriguing (or, 
to leave out the two you· found least intriguing) with the excep­
tion of the following three: nBeli~f f; Today's llSsue", "'Theology 

.in its New Context,," and nThe SUbject"" An essay is required f9r 
each of these. -

The short: essays are meant &.J a,. euc.r,et8e.~ in helping you 
to collect your thou~hts about the various,lndividual essays .. 
The basic: idea is for you 1':0 put in your own words tre '1'Isjor points 
raised in the essa" at hand. blrltx ... kkllllxNtlt As an ai.d to 
help you focus on the points that are '1'Iajor, we will usually forme 
ulate a question or two, to be handed out: a week. before the 
paper is due, towards II (one of) which your essay i.s to ':')e directed" 
In your o~n wor.ds, th~n, you will address the question which 
is asked of each essay. Now tt-tere are several ways of putting 
something in your own words--one is to simpl~ write'Lonergan said 
" ••• eu folLowed by a quotation of the relevant passages~ Of 
course tt.lat is .not: much btttter than copyi.ng. One step above 
this is paraphrasing. Por example, many of you, in your essays 
on the '/at1can II document, patterned your paragraph structure 
after the numbered paragraph structure in the docutnent, paraphrasing 
the content of each as you went along.. Now at this leve.!. of 
writinS'You are certainly putting the document's thought in your 
own fIOrds, but you are still simply repeating, for the most part s 
the contents of the documentn If someone came along and asked 
you, "i-"w just what did that document !!I.?," you would have no 
choice but to read him your entire paraphr.sei ... ·since your p.per 
doesn't -Jr. !!J!. wbat the Council members were trying to get: at, 
it only repeats altalax .. adaxlax, although in dlfferrent words, 
their thought<> 

A much better way of putting something in your own words 
f.s to ask. yourself thequet.ion" "Now just: what I:,s this essay 
saying1 u.-and answer it, in a brief, clear, coocrae essay., This 
usually involves isolating,' a dominant: theme in tlie work at hand 
'.¥~.(for example, a major theme of the latican II doc\1lnent seems 
to be the conception of modern RtsExxaB world as one ta which sees 
rapid material progress withou·t a correspondingly rapid spiritual 
growth)an~ organizing your essay a.round that the..n!!. interpreting 
other themes and l!UIUeS raised in t"he work tn thtt tl~ht: of this 
theme (for exartiple, the document makes a point of also characterizing 
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::tn @;'4:l1r1t?le of .. hi.:~h !..s th<:~ p.:)S';\~:!l3i.()n of all ir{llDenS8 amount of ~ 
'technic(.H. know-how ,.inti equipmenl,;.. in $pite" of whtch there is still 
much s tar V'at Louo <t'te •• and wnifls1 is IlIUiX e"en use-d for oppress! 'Ie 
purposes. From the standpoint of the. the.m. we .have chosen as 
the,one we will work with, the one which wlll be 2~U.tU.ti!!.J we can 
see t ... ftdaiJt that this situation isa resulstof a va[ue 
system which is not as mature as the technology which lt is directing 
--:that 1._, our ,spiritual growtb. hall not kept ~~lC~. with our, material 

.. growth. ~ Note that this could have been work6.eithe other W4i,y",-
We ~l;~ ~.v. cho •• d ttle theme o( ~nt?:a(H.1'¢tron .a our {ltajor theme, 
and understood the theme of immense material growth/meagre spiritual 
gro~h aa a function of t.I'.!1I theme" The point is, we ~~ choo.e 
A theme, and us. it to unify, to make s.nse,.~out of, all the C)~ ... 
pOints we brins up,,) 0 ThLs way the paper !.hI somethlng in. the 
•. nd--we·truly ~'U).o_thlng Ln our own word.~- something all our 
own, a !I.utb.!ti£ commentary" And it doesn't have to be long: either. 
In fact t its beat when kept: down to .. page or ~ •. made •• up of 
two to tour (about) tight, wel1Qconcel~edparagraphs, which fo16w 
each other in loglcal .equenc.~ ~; 

. You sh9uld not be dlacour!~g.d if your fi+.t few .ttetep. donQ t: 
quit:. make it. ' The ide. ia ...... w.ore practictng.. ~n sorne manner 
ot spe.king. this .h~~~~_~b~ an enjoyable ~ask (although admitte,ty 
,~dtffl'Cult). R.ad ttul~"·f·lly through several tim ••• one or two tilDes 
quickly to set the seneral idea. gat getting huns up on dlfficult 
.pots. and then perhaps a third time ra6r-ecarefully. working ov.r 
the place. you found difficult. It ls be.t to .eparate the readings 
from each other by a day or two. But write. laaedi.telyatt,er your 
c:ar.ful Toadina.. 'Of! cours. this method ta' only' a susaestton. a 
place to .tart from. You .~ould feel your own wayo 

With the above in mind, grades were assigned the paper. 
o~ V~tic .. n \~l ln the followinS way: 
,.' ,.' Att· ~ v •• liven tho •• papers which !!1!t .0000ttthlD3, whieh 
represented a syntbeals of the materi.l in the way explalned .bove~ 
SUch synth'" ls by its nature origlnal work. show. a thorQugh 
~unt of comprehension butr •••• d by a good bit of reflection .. 

A 11 "' •• given Ia tho •• Paper. which fqr th~ most part were 
pu-aphr .. lns. and doins it correetlyo Also receivelng B'. were 

'" pap"-' "hleb tried '1:0 'be '"~nth.tic. but failed at the same time 
to raise all or most of the issu •• that were in fact raised tn 
the, document o ' 

.,. , A g, wa. given far t,t"iose paper. whl~ par.phrased. but wi.th 
nO~evid.ht •• trueturesrounding the atte~ (not even the ordered 
p~~~~;ph s~qu~nce of, ·,the doculllen~) 9 and ~ieh e1 ther paraphrased 
tDeorreetty. or failed to'ral.se ls'su8s whreh the document in fat:. 
raised, Usually. Cpaper coulfi be descri.bed as "vague"., 

A " D was 81".0 thoae fe., papers which bad almoat nothing in 
common with the doeu.-nt. reflectins a prefuncory or a non-e.i.tent 
r.eading of the text. NO F's were 81ven this ti.me. 

IF ANYONE {PELLS THEY HAilE BEEN TREATED UNFAIRLY _. it is 
your ,re.ponaibilityto eorne talk about it.o , .... Ple •• e do" 

~ '~I:- • , 
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A NOTE ON "PUTTING IT IN YOU~ OWN WO"~OS" 

i\E: the writing a.nd grading of papers for Theo c 128, Sp'!'ing'~ t 77 
) ',. 

Thi..s handout is intended, to uRlain the purpose: of the 
w.ekly sbort p.pers which you are •• ed to write for thi.s cours.o 

HopefuLly it wlll prove helpful. 1':0 you wh.n you slt down to 
write the papers, and when you look over the gr.de. you'll find 
on them wh.n they're giYen b.ek~, " ' , 

~e will,,"'e reading nlne essays by Bern.rd Lonerg.n in the 
couraeof the' lIem.ater, one each week, and we are askins you' 
to write a 1-1\ page e •• ay op .e,~en of those nine ••• ay.. You 
are freetoehoo •• the fle~en'wht.ch you find most lntrlguing (or, 
to leav. out the two you found l ••• t i.ntriguing) with the excep­
tlo'n of ·the fol(owiX)g three: "Bellef, Today'. I.sue", -Theology 
in its New Contex~.,~" .nd tiThe Subject"" An •••• y is requlred fpr 
each of the.e.. ' 

'The "abort: Hsa, •• toe ",eant a. _ exerets •• in helplng you 
to coLleet yourthou~hts about the "arious' individu.l •••• '.0 
The b •• ie idea.i.. for you to" ,put, ln your o,!,n word. the major points 
r.lsed in the •••• y .t h.nd. ....u.. •• x_xlftlt As an aid to 
help you focus on the point. that are ",.jor. we will usu.lly form­
ul.t. a question or tWo, to be handed out • "week befor. the 
paper i. due, toward •• (one of) which yOUf;" ••• ay is to be directed .. 
In YQu~, own_rd •• then, yOu. will .ddress '~the que.tion which 
i ••• ked of •• ch •••• y. l'i:JW there are •• ".r.l w.Y. of putting 
.000e1=hlng in your own word, .• --Qn .. ~,~s to simpl" write'Lonerg.n said 
ft ..... :'" fo'llowed by • quot.tion olthe relev.nt p •• sas.s o Of 
cour.e ttl.ti. not much better" than copylng. One step .bove 

;'c •• ' •• thls i.'par~phr •• t.n8~ For eX'aift()le, many of you, in your ess.ys 
on the V.t~e.n 11 document, ,P4tterned your paragr.ph .trueture 
.{t~tb. ~ ... ber.d ,paragr.ph.it:ruci;ure in ,the dOcument, p.r.phra.ing 
the «:ootent' of e.ch as you went 4Lons" Nbw at this level of 
writing,you are cert."inly putting the docum.nt's thought ',in your 

'~ own .. ~dat but -you are' atilt 'stmply r.pe.tins, for the I1IOst part. 
the content. of the docum.nt.. If.omeone came along .nd .sk.d 
you, "Now just wh.t did t:hat document !!!.?" you would h.ve no 
choice but to read him your .ntire par.phra.el--sinee your p.per 

,- , do •• nO,t"I JIJla. !.U wbat the Council members were trying to get at, 
it only r.p •• t ..... bx_.lbxiJtx, although in differr.ntword., 
t~eir thought i . 

. A, much b4atter w~y of putting .omethin~ in your own word. 
1. "t'O' •• kyow:'.elf the qulltion. "rbw just wh.t 1.1 this es •• y 
•• ying7"--and answer it, in • brief, clear, conci.e e ••• yo This 
u'8ually involves isol.tillS • domtnant theme in the work .t hand 
•• ¥8.(for exafllple, a ,major theme 'of the I.tiean 11 doculftent seems 

. ~t~t .,. the cpneept\onof. modern am.axu world a. one b which se.s 
r.pid ~.teri.l progress without. corr •• pondingly rapld spiritual 
grovth).nd ,orsanizing your e ••• y around th.t theme" interpretlng 
other themes .nd i •• ue. rai.ed in the work in tne tight of this 
theme (for example, the document makes a point of alao char.eterizing 
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'-he !1lc,d~i!'n uorl{l':"~ii: :~ pta,;:'1:l ¢f c~()nt:r/3.\di(!1:i{H1!llk·"'an6ther the~t"'.· 
;.Uli 0}f;~fi'lple of whL":h lB th® PO:!il~,~!.3~i.()n of an immense afft()Un~ ot :,:. 
techllicat 1>t&lo\i1-now and equipfnent, in 8pit~ of wh1cb there is st(U, 
much st&!"\i-.tion, etc"!l and wh~ is .R¥Xe",~n used for ,oppress1,~e 
purposes. Front the standpo\nt of, the thesae' we have cho'seR as 
the onawe wLll work wi.th, the one which wlll be 2.!.ti.ui.,tt!t., we can 
.e. XDlltli_AiJUdtEiJr that thls sit\1atiQn is a r~su1.stofa ".lue! 
system which 1s not as mature as the technQlogy whlch it Ls directing 
.. -that is, our spiritual. growth has qot kept pace with our material 
gro~he Not, that this co~l..c:J J~.ve b4t'en wo~l6J~he ~other W4,Y"'· 

'We could ha"e chased the theme of eontradt'C;ctron as our major theme, 
and unde~stood the theme of ,iarnanse materi~~ growth/meagre spiritual 
growthaali-a' function of tIl.irJ theme" The pot'nt ls,. we ~.9. choos. 
~ theme, and us. it to unify, to make sens~ out of, all t:he otht .... 
points w. brin& upo)" This way::ehe paper tUI something in the 
end-~wetruly ~!l something in our own word~t something all our 
own, a s!.,otb.t.t;.L.s. COl'llllentaryo And it '; doesn't ha"e to be long. either" 
In fact, rts be.t when kept down to a page or two, made at up of 
two to four (about) tlsht, w4P1.1"corictil"ed par!!l'aphl, which fol6w 
each" otnerln lOsieal sequence" .. 

yo~ . should 'DOt be di8~oura8ed: if your first few attettrp. donllt 
quite rriakelt. The ide. is--we"re praetleingo In,.ome manner 
of spe.kinS, this sho.tlht.bl an enjoyable task;(althou3h admitte,ly 
di.,fJicult). Read th~ny through .everal time., one or two times 
quQkly to .etthe seneral idea, not, gettina huns "lIP on dlffieuJJ: 
spots,' and then perhaps a third tGe more caretuJ.ly, worki!}s o"er 
the place. you found diffic:ultQ . It 1. be.t to separate the readings 
frQm~.chother by 'Ii day or fwo;;' But tJt;lte imm.df.ately after your 
careful reading.,. Of courle th.1.8 methodi. only a suggestion, a 
place to .tar,~ from. You shouldf.eel your own vayo 

With the abo". in mind, grades were •• signe~ the papers 
on ~~t,is.n' 11 in the followt..ns ,way:;' ' , . 

An ~ wa. liven tho.e papers Which ,aid something, which 
repre •• nted a synthesis of the _terlal fii-the way expla1:ned 'above~ 
Such .yoth....i. by its nature original work, .how.a thorough 
amount of comprehension butres.ed by • good btt ot reflection. 

A A was 8i",en '" tho •• paper.· whieh for t,rte most part were 
paraphra, ins , and doing it correctly. Also rece\'veing S'. were 

,papers which -;tt'ied ~o. b., wynt~etic, ,but failed ,.ttthesame' time 
to raise all or mo.~ of the i.sues that were in tact raised in 
the document.. ; 

A Q wa, 8i "en for tho.e paper. which paraphrased, but with 
rJIC)' eV\dent. at t'u,.e1tUre sroundtng the att:.- {aot even the ordered 
'pirasraph.equenee of the document) ,_nd which eitherparaphra,ed 
inc:orrectly, or failed to,rais. is,.ue. whiehthe document infet 
raised. U.sually a C paper~could bedesertatedL·., ItvaSue ".", 

", 

A do D wasgi"en those(e" ,papers, w~t.~h ~~d~tlD,o.t,nothing 1n 
cO~DOnwith the document. refleetins' a prefuncory or a non-eaistent 
reading of t~e text.~ No Fe s were given this time. 

If ANYONE FELLS 'THEY HA'IE BEEN TREATED UNFAIR.LY -- it: 1s 
your responsibility to come talk about it~ Pl.a •• do o 




