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e lu‘OLOGY 128
17 =EB 1977 ..

A NOTE ON "PUTTING IT IN YOU? OWN WORDS™
RE: the writing'and grading of papers for Theo. 128, ngihg t77
) i ’ . . .
~Thig handout is intended to explain the ﬁurpose of thed

weekly short papers which you are aszked to write for this course,
Hopefully it will prove helpful to you when you sit down to

write the papers, and when you lock over rhe Prades you*ll find

on them when thev re given back,

we will be reading nine essays by Bernard Lonergan in the
course of the gsemester, one each wesk, and we are asking you
to write & l-1% page egssay on seven of those nine 2ssays. You
are free to choose the seven which you find most inrriguing (or,

. to leave out the two you found leasi intriguing) with the excep-
‘tion of the following three: "Beliaf, Today's lssue", "Theclogy
“in its New Context ¥ and "The aubgect" An essay is required for

esach of these,

The short essays are meant as mmn exercises. in helping you
to collect your thoughts about the various: individual essays.
The basic idea is for you to put in your own words the major points

ralsed in the essay at hand, Eaehxwankkmwuxwkix As an aid to

help you focus on the points that are major, we will usually form-
ulate a question or two, to be handed cut a week before the

paper is due, towards w» (one of) which your essay is to de directed,
In your own words, then, you will address the question which

is asked of each eszsay. Now thera are several ways of putting
something in your own words--one is to simply write®Lonergan said

" ..'" followed by a quotation of the relevant passages, Of

course that is not much better than copying. One step above

‘this is paraphrasing. For examnple, many of you, in your essays

on the Vatican 11 document, patterned your paragraph structure
after the numbered paragraph structure in the docuwment, paraphrasing

- the content of each as you went along. Now at this level of

writing.you are certainly putting the document's thought in your
ownwrds, but you are still simply repeating, for the most part,
the contents of the document. If someone came along and asked
you, "Now just what did that document say?,"™ you would have no
choice but to read him your entire paraphraseiu-stnce your paper
doesn’t xxm say what the Council members were trying to get at,
it only repeats kkmkxxwnrdxxk®x, although 1n differrent words,

their thought.

A much better way of putting something in your own words
is to ask yourself the quettion, "Now just what is this essay _
saying?¥--and answer it, in & brief, clear, concise essay. This
usually involves isolating a dominant theme in the work at hand
¢mxg.(for example, a major theme of the Jatican Il document seems
to be the conception of modern Rimzxxax world as one km which sees

. repld wmaterial progress withour a correspondingly rapid spiritual

growth)and organizing your essay sround that thems, interpreting

~other themes and issues raised in the work in the light of this

theme (for exampls, the document make=z a point of also charactezizlng
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sGtfficult). Read th
‘quickly to get the general idea, not getting hung wp on difficult

.Haa"\fﬁ"‘(j{!fﬁ world as 2 prace of oontrs sdhetiona--another Chemees

an exomple of whilh is the pasz&aaioz 27 an iwmmenas amount  of
techinicdl know-how and aquxpmenL, in spite. of which there is sQll

much starvation, ete,, and wﬁﬁﬁg is pRxx oven used for oppressive
purposes, From the standpcint of The theme we have chosen as

the one we will work with, the one which will be de{ig;_%ve, - we can

. see kmumikaxmky that thia situation is a resulst of a v

system which is not as mature as the technology which it is directing
-<that is, our spiritual growth has not kept pace with our. material

- growth, Note that this could have been wor] the other way~-

We could have chosed the themne of con;;adiget on as our major theme,

- and understood the theme of immense material growth/meagre spiritual

growth ag a function of this theme, The point is, we do choose

-a theme, and use it to unify, to make senss.out of, all the other

points we bring upa)o This way the paper ggzg something in the

- end--we truly say somsthing in our own words, something all our
‘own, a synthetic commentary. And it doesn't have to be long, either.

In fact, its best when kept down Lo & page or twa, made mfX up of
two to four {about) tight, well-conceived paragraphs, which foldw
each othsr in 1031caa sequancoa .

't:'

- You should not be discouraged if your first few artaﬂps don’t

quits make it, The idea is--we're practicing. In some manner

of speaking, this shoulg @ an enjoyable task (although admitteg§ly
Aesfdy through several times, one or two times

spots, and then perhaps a third time mére carefully, working over
the places you found difficult., It is best to separate the readings
from each other by a day or two, But write immedidtely after your
careful reading. Of course this method is only a suggestion, a
Place to start from. You should feel your own wayok

‘With the above in mind, grades wcro asatgned che papa*s
on Vhtiegn 41 in the following way:

At A was gzlven those papers which said aomuthing, which
reprosontod a synthesis of the material in the way explained above.
Such syntheds is by its nature original work, shows a thorough
amount ot comptohension butressed by a good bit of roflection,

‘A B wns givon ZaK those papers which for the most part were

, Puraphrtutng. and doing it correctly., Also receiveing B's were
" papers which tried to be wynthetic, but failed at the same time

to ralse all or most of the issuos that wore 1n fact raxsed in
the document, T :

A G was given for those papers which parsphrased, but with

‘06’ svidentz structure grounding the attemt (not even the ordered

paragraph sequence of -the document), and which either paraphrased
tncorrectly, or failed to ralse 1asues which the document in far
raised, | Usually a C papcr coulgd be doscrihed as "vagua"

, A d D was glven those few papers which hnd almost nothing in
common with the document, ref lacting a prefurndory or a non-exmistent
raldtng of the text, No F's vere 3£ven this time,

IF ANYONE FELLS THEY HA!E BEEN TREATED UNFAIRLY -- it is
your rgsponstgglity,tovcome talk about it,.. Please do,
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A NOTE ON "PUTTING IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS™
AE: the writing and grading of papers for Theo. 128, S@riﬂg§’7? o

This hanﬂout is intended to. explain the purpose of the
weekly short papers which you are asked to write for this course.
Hopefully it will prove helpful to you when you sit down to
write the papers, and when you look over the grades you'll find
on them when they're 3lven back, ,

Wwe will be rocdtng nine essays by Bornard Lonorgan in the
course of the semester, one each week, and we are asking you
to write a l-l% page essay on seven of those nine essays. You

are free to choose the seven which you find most intriguing (or,

to leave out the two you found least intriguing) with the excep-

tion of .the following three: "Belief, Today's lssue”, “Theology

in its New Context,” and "The Subject" An essay is required for
each of these, '

. .7 ‘The ‘short essays are meant as mn exercises in helping you

to collect your thoughts about the various individual essays,

The basic idea is for you to put in your oun words the major points
raised in the essay at hand., Easximmkxwmxwkit As an aid to

help you focus on the polnta that are major, we will usually form~
ulate a question or two, to be handed out a‘week before the

paper is due, towards w (one of) which your essay is to be directed.
‘In your own words, then, you will address‘the gquestion which

is asked of each essay. Now there are several ways of putting
something in your own words--ane is to simply write'Lonergan said

%, ' followed by a quotation of the relevant passages, Of

course that is not much better than copying. One step above

*-;tthts is ‘paraphrasing. For example, many of you, in your essays

on the Vatican 11 document, .patterned your paragraph structure

after the numbered paragraph structure in the document, paraphrasing
the ¢ontent of each as you went along. Now at this level of
writing you are certainly putting the document's thought in your

own wrds, but -you are still simply repeating, for the most part,
the contents of the document. If someone came along and asked

you, "Now just what did that documdnt gay?," you would have no
choice but to read him your entire parcphrasel--stnce your paper

‘~5d00&n°v‘s;u say what the:Council members were trying to get at,

it only repeats tkltxxunxinxtxx. nlthough in differrent ‘words,
their thought¢ o

A much better way of putting something in your own words
18 'to' ask your'self the quation; "Now just what i3 this essay
saying?”--and answer it, in a brief, clear, concise essay. This
"usually involves isolating a dominant theme in the work at hand
uxx.(for example, a major theme of the /Jatican 1l document seems

' to, be the conception of modern kimmxxax world as one km which sees

rapid material progress without a correspondingly rapid spiritual
growth)and organizing your essay around that theme, interpreting
other themes and issues raised in the work in the iight of this

theme (for example, the document makes a point of also characterizing
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vhe wvdcrm w&m!n a5 & ,L& & of contradieriong--andther chamex
an exawmple of uwhich 15 the poszasdission of an immense amount 6
techpical know-how and eguipment, in spite of which there is sﬁll
much starvation, ete., and w%ﬁﬁg is mnxx even used for oppressive
purposes, From the standpoint of. the theme we have chosen as

the one we will work with, the one which will be dgfingpgve,. we can
see kmmesikaxmix that this situation is a resulst of a value

system which i8 not as matura as the technology which it 1is directing
--that is, our spiritual growth has not kept pace with our material
growth. Note that this could heve been wo the :other way--~

“We could have choserl the theme of contradidction as our major theme,

and understood the theme of immense material growth/meagre spiritual
growth as~¢ furjction of gh;g theme, The point is, we do choose
& theme, and use it to unify, to make sense out of; all the other

' points we bring up.). This way:the paper gays something in the

end-~we truly say something in our own words, something all our

own, a4 synthetic commentary, 4nd it.doesn't have to be long, either,.
In fact, its best when kept down to a page or two, made mf up of

two to four (about) tight, walvconcelved parggraphs, which foldw
each. otbcr ‘4n logical sequence.

You .should not be discouraged’ tf your ftrst few attemps don’t

" quite make it, The idea is--we'ra practicing. In some manner

of speaking, this ahoulgig an senjoyable task (although admittedly
difficult), Read th ay through several times, one or two times
quickly to get the gsncral idea, not getting hung-wp on difficulr
spots, and then perhaps a third time more carefully, working over
the places you found difficult. It is best to separate the readings

from sach other by & day or two. But Write immediately after your

careful reading. Of course this method is only a suggestion, a
place to start from, You should feel your own way.

With the above in mind, 3rades werq asstgnod the papers
on ‘Matican 11 in the following way:
An A was given those papers which said something, uhiuh

represented a synthesis of the material fn the way explained above.
Such syntheds 18 by its nature original work, shows a therough

nmount of comprehension butressed by a good bit of reflection,

A B vas given Lix those papers which for the most part were
paraphra:ing, and doing it correctly. Also receiveing B's were

- papers which tried to bs wynthetic, but failed .at:ithe same time

to ralse all or most of the issues that were in fact raised in
the document & -

A C was given for those papers which paraphrased but with -
no. evidents .structure grounding the attemr {not even the ordered
paragraph sequence of the document), and which either paraphrased
incorrectly, or failed to raise 1squos which the document in far
ralsed, Usually a C paper ‘could be descrilied as Yvague®,

A & D was given those few papers which @gd &lmost nothtng in
comnon with the document, reflecting a prefuncory or a non-exiscent
reading of the text, No Fis were given this time,

IF ANYONE PELLS ‘THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED UNFAIRLY -- it is
your responsibility to come talk about it. Please do.

PRI






