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heart of the book. The boy's aunt in 
Israel claims him, and her representa­
tive, Louis Konrad, begins the slow and 
complex struggle to return Michel to his 
family. The case becomes a cause cele­
bre, with the Jewish-Catholic and 
Church-State conflicts emerging as the 
dominant issues. 

Michel, Michel is an honest and re­
searched exposure of traditional and 
modern anti-Semitism in the Church. 
That a Jewish child, illicitly baptized, 
should be removed from his family and 
brought up a Catholic has long been a 
belief of certain Catholics. Incredibly 
enough, this was an issue not long ago, 
and not in fiction but in fact. 

For this story is closely patterned on 
the Finaly case, whi.::h split France in 
the early] 950's. While substituting one 
boy for two brothers, Lewis follows 
step by step the court proceedings, set­
tings, plots and counterplots of real life. 
Maman Rose's letter to the aunt, for 
example, is an exact translation, in part, 
of the letter of Maman Brun in J'at­
taire Finaly. Unaccountably, no men­
tion is made, even on the dust jacket, 
of the author's indebtedness to actual 
events and documents. 

Nevertheless, this L a profound, soul­
searching and moving book. Long and 
repetitious, it yet fascinates the reader 
with its unfolding vision of power in 
high places and in the human heart. The 
slow painful growth of conscience in 
Michel, precocious as it seems, is 
breath-taking in its boldness and depth. 
No one who loves fiction and the truth 
it conveys should miss reading Michel, 
Michel. JAMES F. COTTER 

The Civil Rights Reader 
Ed. Leon Friedman 
Walker & Co. 348p. $6.50 

This book could not have appeared at a 
more appropriate time, for the violence 
of "Summer-] 967" sharply ended 
Phase I of the American Negro's strug­
gle for freedom. The Civil Rights Read­
er documents Phase I. 

Every major document from 1947 to 
1966, save one, is included in the col­
lection. Selections range from Elizabeth 
Eckford's tremendous account of her 
attempt to enter Little Rock High 
School, to Presidential addresses, to the 
scholarly Supreme Court decisions. 
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The one missing document is Martin 
Luther King's ~Letter from a Birming­
ham Jail," which had such a positive ef­
fect on the white liberal community, 
and which will certainly be a classic of 
civil disobedience. 

Mr. Friedman did not wish to over­
load the book with Martin Luther 
King's statements, but since Phase I 
was primarily a struggle for legal free­
dom, it is hard to understand this omis­
sion. 

Anyone needing quick access to the 
major civil rights documents of this era 
will find the collection valuable. But it 
also includes many human interest and 
dramatic selections; enough, in fact, to 
satisfy the nostalgic, who in increasing 
numbers are looking back to "non­
violent," singing, marching Phase I as 
the Golden Age of the civil rights move-
men!. PAUL J. WEBER 

Toward an American 
Theology 
By Herbert W. Richardson 
Harper. l70p. $3.95 

This book is a significant contribution 
to the discussion of the role of faith in 
the contemporary world. The author, a 
professor of theology at Harvard Di­
vinity School, seeks to discover in the 
peculiar genius of American religiosity 
the basis of a systematic, ecumenically 
constructed theology. 

The book delivers a valid criticism 
of the way in which the secular theo­
logians subordinate interpretation of 
history to their own ideological com­
mitments. It capitalizes on Bernard 
Lonergan's suggestion that the role of 
faith today consists in reconciling ideo­
logical conflicts. Also valuable are the 
discussion of the truth value of myth 
and the attempts to contribute to a 
functional Trinitarian theology. There 
are, however, several aspects of Rich­
ardson's proposed alternative to secu­
lar theology that need further develop­
ment and modification. 

Richardson convincingly specifies 
the role of public atheism in the dy­
namics of cultural history. Whenever 
it occurs, public atheism signals the 
demise of an entire cultural epoch and 
the beginning of another. The epoch 
currently in its death throes was intro­
duced by the Cartesian distinction of 

person and nature, subject and 
The new knowledge of ··S<llClc'tec:hni .... 
is characterized by a 
attitude" in which the investigator 
a position within the material he is 
dying. The transcendent personal 
who was the principle of the . 
alistic matrix of meaning is 
ing and in His place there must 
the concept of a God Who unifies 
manifold systems of the world. 

Richardson dismisses too lightly 
concern of Marcel and others over 
incapacity of technological AII\JWI1MollK­

to control man's own control. The 
means of achieving such ultimate 
trol is found in Lonergan's t:All0nrDt"'-' 

to the personal appropriation and 
mation of one's own process of -""_k 
edge. Richardson has been 
influenced by Lonergan but not 
so. He has succeeded in 
point of view higher and more '_AI ••.• :~ 

than that of the secular theologians, 
he still seems to leave too much 
in the hands of a temporary 
meaning characteristic of the 
sociotechnic age. 

Richardson's theology of God as 
Unity of the unities" seems to be 
much of a depersonalization or 
God of revelation. The critique 
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DIMENSION BOOKS 

First Steps in Christian Renewal 
Ed. by Mrs. Eugene J. McCartby 
Bernard Haring, Douglas Steere, Robert 
McAfee' Brown, Eugene Burke, Frederick 
McManus and other distinguished repre­
sentatives of all Christian faiths have writ­
ten this introductory guide to the ecumen­
ical movement for use by teachers, priests. 
sisters, adult readers of all churches. $4.95 

One of a Kind 
A Tribute to Fr. Gustave Weigel 
Essays on the great ecumenist by John 
Courtney Murray, Douglas Horton. Albert 
Outler, Robert McAfee Brown. John Sheerin 
and others. $3.75 

Books by Fr. Adrian van Kaam, 
C.S.Sp. 

Personality Fulfillment in the Religious 
Life 
Vol. 1. Religious Life in a Time of Transi-
tion 
A richly balanced, profoundly original ex-
planation of the meaning and fundamental 
structure of the active religious life.. $5.95 

Personality Fulfillment in the Spiritual 
Life 
"Pages of the most meaningful and beau-
tiful spiritual reading that have appeared 
in recent years."-Ret1iew for Religious 

$3.95 

The Art of Existential Counseling 
"Fr. van Kaam analyzes and explains the 
essence, the purpose. the major problems 
and necessary, fundamental attitudes in 
counseling. A most helpful and enlighten­
ing book."-Pasloral Life $4.50 

Books by Fr. John McKenzie, S. J. 

Vital Concepts of the Bible $4.50 

Mastering the Meaning of the Bible $3.50 
America's leading Catholic authority on the 
Bible explores fundamental scriptural ideas 
which hold the key to understanding re­
forms at work in the Church today. 

Building the Earth 
by Teilhard de Chardin 
"A good summary of Teilhard's thought on 
man's future, a kind of epitome of his 
cosmic vision."-Library Journal 

Paper, $1.65 

Dimension Books, Inc. 
303 West 42nd Street/New York 10036 
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sented of the post-Cartesian God fo­
cuses equally on God as a separate, 
"out there" entity and on God as a 
transcendent person who has visited and 
redeemed His people. The subordina-

Toward a New Christia· 

tion of the theology of redemption to 
that of sanctification does not do justice 
to the fullness of personality revealed 
in the God of Israel and the Lord ac­
knowledged in the Eucharistic assem­
blies of the primitive Church. 

According to Richardson, the sanc­
tification of the world is the reason be­
hind not only creation but also the In­
carnation-God with us-and the in­
dwelling of the Spirit-God in us. Re­
demption-God tor us-is secondary 
and contingent upon the non-necessary 
fact of sin_ It must be questioned wheth­
er Scripture gives him the support he 
claims to find there. The God of Exo­
dus is revealed as an "I" who will be 
with His people. It is precisely through 
the presence of this God that the peo­
ple receive deliverance- It is important 
to note that this "God with us" is the 
God of Exodus-of deliverance and re­
demption. I suspect that a rigorous phe­
nomenology of religious experience 
would reveal that the an-inclusive ele­
ment in such experience is the aware­
ness of deliverance, and that the ex­
perience of sanctification is but one of 
the constituent elements in this global 

whole. 
Richardson feels that a theology that 

centers its attention on redemption 
rather than on sanctification is para­
doxically responsible for the failure of 
Christianity to be an effective redemp­
tive force in the world. A strong argu­
ment could be made, it seems, that this 
failure might rather be traced to the 
kind of theologizing concerning re­
demption that is characteristic of the 
past few centuries of Western thought. 
Only a theology of redemption that in­
cludes a vision of the God of Exodu~ 
as present wherever His people are 
emerging from bondage is fully capable 
of supporting or "undergirding" the so­
cial revolution now taking place in 
America and all over the earth. 

Despite its difficulty and these short­
comings, this book represents a signifi­
cant contrast to the thought of the secu­
lar theologians and definitely succeeds 
in going beyond them. For this reason 
it deserves to be widely read and dis­
cussed. ROBERT M. DORAN 

Ed. Thomas J. J. Altizer 
Harcourt. 374p. $6.95 

The choice facing today's the 
and believer-between a "stran 
largely unknown future" and al 

ingly archaic and irrelevant P.i 
at the heart of Altizer's 
ogy on the death of God 
"good news" of the death of 
liberate man from his dread 
beyond, from his attachment 
posing other, and free him 
participation in the . . 
This is Altizer's gospel 
Atheism, as well as the 
he attempts to 
new book of readings_ 

Today's "radical 
on the necessity of a faith 
dons all "nostalgia for the 
of Christendom" and seeks 
who is real here and now 
that Bonhoeffer's etsi deus 
also demands. This is new 
The paradoxical stance of 
culiar insight calls the 
"into the center of the 
heart of the profane, with 
ment that Christ is present 
is present nowhere else." 
this new theology may 
false way out of 
crisis, yet it does point 
needed theological 
ing theology to meet q 
it can only continue to i 
ing to exist" 

The first part of the 
the vision and thought 
tury prophetic figures 
so much of this radical 
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through the words of 
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, 
LAW FOR LIBERTY 
The Role of Law in the Church 
Today 
Rev. James E. Biechler, Editor 
The reader who expects to find 
here proposals for the emenda. 
tion of this or that canon will be 
happily surprised by the pro· 
found and far·reaching recom· 
mendations of these men who are 
questioning and rethinking not 
simply an occasional phrase or 
law, but the whole concept of the 
law and its function within the 
community of Christ. $5.95 

HINTS-Historical Information 
for New Testament Students 
Rev. John Bligh All New Testa· 
ment teachers will welcome the 
book's expert synthesis of mao 
terial essential yet only prelimi. 
nary to their field of study. De· 
signed for the Scripture student, 
HINTS offers a succinct introduc· 
tion to the period for the general 
reader 3S well. Paper $1.50 

write for our complete 
catalog 

helicon 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
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tication and leadership. One does wen 
to recall at this point, however, that 
this is the factor they decided to con­
centrate on in the beginning; and it may 
be that other factors were somewhat 
slighted. 

It would be difficult to overempha­
size the importance of enlightened and 
charismatic leadership, particularly for 
determining which of several institu­
tions at a take-off stage really begins to 
fly. But Greeley is perhaps too enam­
ored of a great-man explanation in his 
recent work. 
_ Whether one is discussing the histor­

ical evolution of an immigrant Church 
or the growth and development of an 
educational institution, it would be 
more satisfactory to state clearly the . 
social and historical factors that can 
be considered predisposing, and the 
particular events and personages that 
might be termed precipitating. Thus, 
such things as student backgrounds and 
expectations, faculty orientations, insti­
tutional objectives, diocesan climate, 
and endowment may be among the fac­
tQrs determining readiness for take-off; 
and such things as quality of leadership 
and a clear delineation of the rela­
tionship between college and religious 
community are likely to be crucial for 
precipitating either greatness or medioc­
rity. But certainly things are more com­
plex than the reader is led to believe. 

THIS WEEK'S REVIEWERS 

Robert Hassenger, editor of The Shape of 
Catholic Higher Education CU. of Chicago 
Press), teaches sociology and education 
at the University of Notre Dame. 
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a graduate student in theology. 

Donald J. Murphy, S. J., is assistant pro­
fessor of theology at the St. Louis Uni­
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As a useful,overview of the -dimen­
sions that must be of special concern 
to those who would guide their chang­
ing Catholic colleges, this book is with· 
out question valuable; it should not be 
necessary to state that this was no friv­
olous effort. But as an explanation of 
what has happened or is likely to hap­
pen, it leaves rather a lot to be desired. 

ROBERT HASSENGER 

The Achievement of 
Karl Rahner 
By Louis Roberts 
Herder and Herder. 312p. $6.50 

One needs to read only a few of Karl 
Rahner's essays to arrive at the suspi· 
cion that his vision is held together and 
unified by a basic metl\physical anthro­
pology and 'a hermenertics. It is the 
value of this book that it attempts to 
present the vision of Karl Rahner from 
the standpoint of the metaphysics and 
"transcendental method" that provide 
the unifying factor in his vast theologi· 
cal opus. 

The Achievement of Karl Raimer is 
billed, on the jacket, as an indispensa­
ble introduction to the thought of 
Rahner-a claim that is misleading, for 
the book could never function as an 
introduction. It is highly useful to the 
already fairly informed student of 
Rahner; but one needs to have at least 
a basic acquaintance with the themes 
Rahner likes to dwell upon and to have 
trav\1;ed through the sometimes laby· 
rinthine ways of Rahner's procedural 
tactics, before he will; find it helpful. 
My main reason for making this state­
ment is that the book attempts to throw 
light on the positions Rahner takes by 
viewing the way he arrives at these po- • 
sitions. The positions are not spelled 
out, as to content, with any significant 
degree of detail; the emphasis is rather 
on the method of their genesis. 

Rahner's philosophical vIsion is 
placed in its historical context, and 
proper emphasis is given to the inftu­
ence of Joseph Man!chal and Martin 
Heidegger. As Bernard Lonergan has 
indicated, what has come from Maf'6. 
chal is a movement-basically a dialec­
tical way of proceeding-and not • 
fixed set of opinions parroted by his· 
followers. This movement has had-. 
significant impact not only upon Raha-,~ . 

A.merica / February 10, 

er but also u 
liant theoleJ! 
himself and 
book on ~ 
thought with 

But the n 
the book-rt 
dental metfu: 
weakest, fOT 
much use to; 
with the OHT 

chal. 
This fact 

need we hay. 
publication ' 
the major w. 
school, espet 
and the phil( 
Any unnece 
tion of thesi 
gress of thet 
American th 
osophical 
achievemem­
witness to tt 
scendental m 
tellectually d 

The major 
of Karl RaJu 
upon the de 
ology on Ire 
neutics, thn 
picion that 
there simply 

Belief Tc 

During his 
visit to this 
impressed 11 

perhaps, by 1 
cern for the­
lian life tha 
logical coli' 
impression, 
ers will can 
volume, the 
logical M= 
Kung. 

The thea: 
resent trami 

• 5eparately pi 
The first til 
~f work;. 
sleep. 



en­
Icern 
lang­
with­
ot be 
friv­

)n of 
hap­

sired. 
:NGER 

f Karl 
suspi­
er and 
,nthro-
is the 

lpts to 
:r from 
,cs and 
)rovidc 
leologi-

Ilmer is 
spensa­
Ight of 
jng, for 
1 as an 
I to the 
lent of 
at least 
themes 
to have 

es laby­
)cedural· 
helpful. 

lis state­
to throw 
takes by 
these p0-

t spelled 
Ignificant 
is rather 

,. 
rision is 
text, and 
the inftu- , 
d Martin 
!rgan has 
)m Mad-. 
va dialeo- • 
nd not.' 
ed by his! 
las had. 

"~"", .--~~ . 

er but also upon at least two other bril­
liant theologians of our day, Lonergan 
himself and Johann-Baptist Metz. This 
book on Rahner helps to situate his 
thought within this movement. 

But the most important chapter of 
the book-the first, in which transcen­
dental method is explained-is also the 
weakest, for it is too concise to be of 
much use to anyone not already familiar 
with the movement initiated by Man:­
chal. 

This fact highlights the tremendous 
need we have in this country for quick 
publication of English translations of 
the major works in the transcendental 
school, especially the work of Man!chal 
and the philosophical works of Rahner. 
Any unnecessary delay in the publica­
tion of these works will stall the pro­
gress of theology in this country, for 
American theology sadly lacks a phil­
osophical basis. The monumental 
achievement of Karl Rahner is ample 
witness to the potentiality of the tran­
scendental method for grounding an in­
tellectually dignified theology. 

The major merit of The Achievement 
0/ Karl Rahner is its constant insistence 
upon the dependence of Rahner's' the­
ology on his metaphysics and herme­
neutics, thus corroborating the sus­
picion that without good philosophy 
there simply is not good theology. 

Belief Today 
By Karl Rahner, S. J. 
Sheed. 128p. $3.50 

ROBERT M. DORAN 

.' During his recent three-week lecture 
visit to this country, Fr. Karl Rahner 
impressed many of his hearers more, 

.~ perhaps, by his deep humanity and con­
cern for the concrete problems of Chris-

t 
tian life than by his recognized theo­

.. ,... logical competence. It is such an 
impression, probably, that many read­

~ ers will carry away from the present 
<' volume, the third in a series of "Theo-
1 logical Meditations" edited by Hans 

Kung. 
-. The three chapters of the book rep­

resent translations of as many articles 
separately published earlier in German. 
The first treats of "Everyday Things" 
-of work, of laughter, of eating, of 
sleep. The considerations are brief and 

. , n.-eaningful. Nothing world-stirring, but 
~ 
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it is rewarding reading just the same. 
A deep honesty born of an aware­

ness of what the present-day Christian 
is experiencing is reflected on every 
page of the second and third chapters. 
The former speaks of "Faith Today" 
and does so with a frankness that may 
surprise but will certainly encourage 
many American readers. Writing orig­
inally for an audience of priests, Rah­
ner here stresses the fraternal aspect of 
faith. No one has a monopoly on an-

swers; we are brothers in reaching out 
to the transcendent. So also, our faith 
must remain simple and unified, un­
cluttered by a host of unconnected ab­
stract formulations. 

The final chapter, "Intellectual In­
tegrity and Christian Faith," addresses 
itself to a major difficulty of modern 
believers: how can the scientifically 
orientated man be true to himself and 
yet believe in the Christian revelation? 
Though no reader will find that all his 
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misleading title "Psychological Dimen­
sions": it disappointed the audience, 
which anticipated a professional psy­
chological evaluation of the movement. 
Instead the speakers, a psychologist and 
a psychiatrist, gave personal witness to 
their experience of the Spirit's work in 
their lives. 

A striking feature of the entire three 
days was the peace, joy and love that 
pervaded the Bergamo Center. This 
spirit was intensified by the public wit­
ness given by Rev. James Brown, a 
Presbyterian Pentecostal, and by Rev. 
Tommy Tyson, a Methodist Pentecostal 
and chaplain at Oral Roberts Univer­
sity. The profound faith to which they 
bore witness communicated itself to all 
the participants of the institute and was 
especially evident during the nightly 
prayer sessions. This same spirit of faith 
made the celebrations of the eucharistic 
liturgy by the Catholics at the institute 
a most moving and inspiring experi­
ence. 

On the final evening a period was set 
aside for all, especially the Catholics 
present, to express in small groups their 
reactions to Pentecostalism, whether 
favorable or unfavorable .. While some 
acknowledged a residue of scepticisl1l' 
the general tone of these groups was 
positive, indicating a genuine openness 
among the participants to learning more 
about this movement. 

The institute illumined the aims of the 
Catholic Pentecostal movement. The 
movement does not aim to form an ex­
clusive or gnostic community apart 
from the Church; the Spirit and His 
gifts are for all men. This movement 
lays no claim to an "instant holiness" or 
to a "different" holiness than Christ's. 
Rather, the Pentecostals seek those gifts 
of the Spirit whereby they might be­
come more holy in Christ. They strive 
to deepen their lives of prayer and thus 
open their hearts more completely to 
the workings of Christ's Spirit. They 
also wish to become freer, more supple 
apostles, instruments of the power of 
love which is the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
All of this, whether in prayer or in 
work, they seek for the building up in 
love of the Body of Jesus Christ which 
is His Church . 

[JAMES F. POWERS, S. J., a doctoral 
candidate in philosophy at Fordham 
University, has followed closely the 
Pentecostal movement.] -
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BOOK REVIE\lVS 

Vision and Tactics 
By Gabriel Moran, F.S.C. 
Herder and Herder. 158p. $3.95, cloth; 
$1.95 paper 

This collection of essays, most of which 
have been published before, represent 
the efforts of a leading figure in Amer­
ican religious education to point the 
way toward the fruitful and informative 
experimentation that can change the 
face of catechetics in this country. In 
general the essays form a unified whole, 
built around the central and extremely 
valid theme that Christianity is an adult 
religion. The title is meant to suggest 
the need in today's Church for the 
coalition of theory with experimenta­
tion in various areas of religious edu­
cation. 

The author's theological suppositions 
are presented in the introduction and 
the first essay, along with a proposed 
general structure for tactical maneu­
vers. Moran's theological thesis, that 
mature adulthood is necessary for au­
thentic Christian response and that the 
latter is the transformation and perfect­
ing of the former, represents a theme 
that could serve as the essential prin­
ciple of drastic changes in the organiza­
tional and ministerial structure of the 
Church. 

There are many who feel that the 
ministerial priorities of large groups of 
Christians, such as teaching religious· 
orders, should be changed. But the di­
rection that these groups should take 
is unclear. Moran suggests that such 
groups can and should provide the nec­
essary organizational structure for What 
should be the two prime ministries of 
the Church today: the education of the 
poor, and the religious and theological 
instruction of adults. In this way he 
provides a broad structure, open to 
many concrete ways of implementation. 
The present reviewer finds this central 
point to be the most meaningful in the 
book. 

The first five essays are closely built 
around this theme. The last five are 
related to it a bit less directly, and the 
points made in the last half of the book 

are in general less valuable because 
more obvious. 

In the first essay, Moran proposes 
three considerations for the planning 
of religious education in the future: 
the need for a new synthesis of method 
and content based on the dynamics of 
creative, forward-looking thinking; the 
relations of religious and secular reali­
ties; and the adult-centered character 
of religious education. The next two 
essays are concerned with outlining the 
present problems in religious education 
(lack of real historical consciousness 
coupled with theological inadequacies) 
and criticizing the recent past in cat­
echetics, i.e., the use of Scripture and 
liturgy as the content of the "new ap­
proach." All three of these essays would 
prove valuable to anyone engaged in 
the work of instructing in the faith. 

One of Moran's best points is likely 
to be overlooked by a number of young 
adults interested in religious education: 
the urgent plea that catechists receive 
excellent and high-powered training in 
theology. Many religious educators of 
adolescents and college students feel 
that their task would be much easier if 
their students had received no previous 
religious education; so much of what 
they have received either is wrong or 
lacks proper emphasis. And yet few 
today seem willing to admit that the 
only corrective to such a state of affairs 
lies in the thorough theological educa­
tion of teachers, no matter what the 
level of their students. 

Without a radical breakthrough in 
the training of teachers and in the entire 
structure of the Church's ministry, we 
are clearly in danger of regarding our 
own age as one simply of transition 
from one fixed state to another. In re­
ligious education, this would involve 
the substitution of a new self-enclosed 
system for the old. The revolution in 
religious education and in ministerial 
priorities must be so complete as never 
again to lead to a static situation. The 
prime instrument in this revolution­
the only instrument capable of pre­
serving individuals and institutions 
from the complacency of over-sys-
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tematization-is man's capacity for 
critical reflection; hence the need for 
theology. 

On the other hand, Moran seems at 
times almost to confuse religion with 
theology. Despite his protests to the 
contrary, such a confusion will lead to 
a neo-Gnosticism. Religious education 
should be adult-centered, but this does 
not mean that the only adults who 
should be educated in Christianity are 
those capable of high-powered theology 
-a statement that Moran makes in his 
first essay. Theology is reflection on 
religious experience, just as philosophy 
is reflection on cognitive experience. 
An individual's lack of ability in philo­
sophy does not mean that he cannot 
know anything. So too, people can be 
led by instructions-preaching and 
teaching-into the experience of faith 
without being able to understand the 
latest thoughts of the great theologians. 
Theology is needed if one is to be a 
religious educator; it is not needed for 
one to be a true and educated Chris­
tian. This distinction should be drawn 
more sharply by Moran. 

ROBERT M. DORAN 

Forming the Faith of 
Adolescents 
By Jacques Audinet 
Herder and Herder. SSp: $3.50 

The Catechetical Experience 
By John F. Murphy 
.Herder and Herder. 126p. $3.95 

The French edition of Audinet's book, 
published in 1964, was entitled Toward 
a Catechesis of Adolescents, An Essay 
on Methodology. The English title is 
more specific and reveals its limitations. 
Many teachers today question whether 
ferming the faith is the complete ob­
jective of religion class, and whether 
even this is best achieved by a direct 
approach. 

Audinet believes so, and proceeds to 
explain how teachers can present all . 
their class matter in terms of its in­
tended solution in Christ. He believes 
that our mistake has been to formulate 
problems in a way that does not suggest 
an easy transition to a specifically 
Christian answer. He assumes that 
adolescents can understand their pres­
ent interests in terms of the very deep 
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meaning of human realities like sin, 
freedom and love. Unfortunately, his 
practical suggestions are on a theoreti­
cal level far removed from the ado­
lescent interests with which we are 
familiar. He never seems to reach the 
adolescent side of the gap. 

The Catechetical Experience, on the 
other hand, is a very frank journal of 
an experienced catechist's first attempt 
to work from within the students' point 
of view. It is a daily journal of what 
took place, or failed to materialize, in 
one senior religion class in a prep semi­
nary in 1965. Its merit is that it will 
convince some teachers that our dis­
tance from the students is greater than 
we imagined, and yet must be bridged. 
Efforts to get his answers from stu­
dents revealed to John F. Murphy how 
much we talk to ourselves, and how 
carefully we must proceed if students 
are to personalize the matter. The 
journal also reveals how difficult it is to 
lead students to Christian answers, even 
when the transition seems obvious to us. 

Murphy assumes that his students 
have a basic comprehension of notions 
like sanctity, worship, sacrifice and 
God's glory. Yet even his own grasp 
of such difficult notions is uninspired. 
Again, his assumption that maturity is 
the big block to the student's thorough 
comprehension of these notions will 
seem gratuitous to some who have run 
the full course. 

The choice of community as the 
central topic for the year was a fortun­
ate one. Teachers might grasp from 
this book the value of immersing a 
class in a year's grappling with such 
a concept, even at a "precatechetical" 
level. Some may see for the first time 
how different and promising a religion 
class can be when the teacher takes it 
as his first and constant concern that 
what takes place in class helps the stu­
dents to understand their own lives. 

JOHN H. ZUPEZ 

To Forget Palermo 
By Edmonde Charles-Raux 
Delacorte Press Bk. 304p. $5.95 

The thing about a novel is, it's a story. 
And the thing about To Forget Palermo 
is that without the publisher's synopsis 
on the jacket, I would not know the 
story after reading the book. 

The ten fastest-selling books 
as reported by Catholic bookstores 
across the country . . . 
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A New Catechism 
The "Dutch Catechism," written for 
adult Christians. (Herder and Herder. 
$6) 

The Church 
by Hans Kling. Painstaking scholarship 
brought to bear on the problems of 
renewal. (Sheed. $6.95) 

Open to the Spirit 
by Ladislas M. Orsy, S. J. The life of 
religious after Vatican II. (Corpus 
Bks. $6.50) 

Joy 
by Louis Evely. The after-Easter joyful 
mysteries. (Herder and Herder. $3.50) 

Fashion Me a People 
by Eugene C. Kennedy, M. M. Con­
troversial ideas about the Church of 
today and tomorrow. (Sheed. $4.50) 

The Jerusalem Bible 
ed. Alexander Jones. New translation 
with explanatory notes. (Doubleday. 
$16.95) 

The Word of God 
by Louis Evely. A plea for hope and 
optimism in our lives. (Herder and 
Herder. $6.50) 

Shalom: Peace 
by Bernard Haring, C.Ss.R. The sacra­
ment of penance in the light of Vati­
can II. (Farrar, Straus. $5.50) 

The Emergent Self 
by Adrian van Kaam, Bert van Croon­
enburg, Susan Annette Muto. Four 
volumes: The Self, The Self and Oth­
ers, The Self and Community, The Self 
and Reality. (Dimension. 57.95, set) 

To Believe in God 
by Joseph Pintauro and Sr. Mary 
Corita. Sixty brief poems combined 
with full-color graphics. (Harper. 
$3.95) 

And mark for notice: 
Sex: Female; Religion: Catholic, by 
Sally Cunneen (Holt. $4.95), presents 
the results of a nation-wide, in-depth 
survey of women's views of today's 
Church. Change Not Changes: New 
Directions in the Religious Life and 
Priesthood, by C. J. McNaspy, S. J. 
(Paulist. $1.95, paper), a report on a 
conference to discuss concrete recom­
mendations for post-Vatican II train­
ing of Jesuits in this country, should 
be of interest to all American religious 
who are looking for an end to liberal­
conservative polemics. 
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