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SOME NOTES ON JUNGs AUXILIARY TO READING OF MEMORIES, DREAMS, REFLECTIONS AND TO LECTURES

I ahn convinced that it is neceasary to distinguish, in studying Jung, between his geience
of the human psyche and his own personal mjth, that is, the personal story that determines
the ultimate interpretative framework or overarching worldview within which he interprets
his scientific findings. MDR gives us this myth, while Jung's science is contalned in his

ollgctgg Works, The lectures will summarize Jung's seience, while reading MDR wiil give
you an avenue to his myth, The following set of notes is intended, not as an exXhanstive
commentary of MDR, but as a set of questions and suggestions that arise in my aind from
trying to come to terms with his overall worldview, In fact, I am limiting my explicit
references t0 MDR to the first three chapters, even though ny comiments bBear upon the whole
of dyng's myth,

In Chapter One, we are given an introduetion to the psychological and religious atmosphere
of Jung's childhood, It becomes clear from the beginning of this Book, written from the
perspective of o0ld age, that the conventional Christianity with whieh he was closely
assoclated bBecause of his father's priofession as a clergyman, never took héld with him,
Ecclesial Christianity for Jung was never differentiated from his emotiorial resonances to
his father; neither, for that matter, was the Christian Gkd.

His experience éspecially of religilous ceremonles at cemeteries, where people who had

been around were now put into the ground, with reference to the Lord Jesus taking them

to himself, gave him a distrust of this Lord Jesus, Jesus was early associated with

the gloomy men in bBlack frock coats, top hats, and shiny black boots, who busied themselves
with the black box in the graveyard, Jesus took to himself people who never returned,
There is something sinister about this Jesus, Assoclations with Jesus as devourer arises
the man-eater, who took people so as to prevent Satan from devouring them,

Connected with this is Jung's first cofiscious grauma, He saw a Catholic priest coming
toward him down the road, and thought it was a Jesuit=-Jesults until very recently were
all but outlaws in Switzerland, Jesuits, of course, were connected with Jesus, and so
another element is added to the complex of Jesus as sinister, as connected with intrigue,
as somehow not to be trusted,

And at this game time, Jung had the earliest dream he could remenber, one which, he
says, was t0 preoccupy him all his life., In this dream he goes down a stairway into a
deep hold in the ground, finds there a door covered with a heavy green curtain, in the
center of which is a platform, On the platform is a golden throne, and starding erect
on the throne, is a huge phallus, with a single eye at the top, radiating light that 11t
up the room, From the perspective of his old age, Jung is moved in remembering these
events to indicate that that they constellated for him into a conviction that there is
more to the reality of God and the meaning of Jesus=~«cf, the ambiguity of his mother’s
statement, "That is the man-eater" in His dream=~than Christians were willing t¢ admit.
There are underground forcesj there is a relation of God to the subterranean depthsp
there is an uncanny possibility that God is not to be thought of as existing in a dimen=~
sion of pure spiritual light; there is the suggestion that God resides in the depths of
the material darkness of the earth, and that Jesus has a frightful underground counterpart
that has to be taken into account if the whole story is to be known about Him and about
God,

The sétting of Jung's dream is importants it is under the earth, and there is a green
curtain closing off the door to the room, There is a strange nystery hidden in the
unconscious, lying hidden behind the curtain of the color of life and vegetation, The
religious notions associated with this secret will be closely tied to the earth, and the
most significant of religiously powerful symbols will be taken from nature and imitate
nature., There is prefigured in associative imagery a conception of God as high and low,
as spirit and matter, as loving and frightening, as light and dark, as good and evils
and of Christ as being only one half of the story about God, We see here, too, Jung's
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absorptisn #ith the dark side of riality, and what wonld become his Gésire to £irmd in
the dd‘k’ wide the xseei-et‘ of 1ifa; £6 wrest Trom nature 1t481F what Chriwtians call grage,
deliveratice,, ithe tres of 1iPe OF,. Pérhaps: Woré aéé"ﬁ"i:'ately 1t aigw GF Hig final state»

ments; his ui‘g Ao i‘éd*eén 1ite from mattery, fr6m the URCoHse 6ugs.  And- 1t sy be thHat we
see. pfefig'ffr:“éd‘ 1h tHiS dreaR the f£inal a.hbigtfit? and ificonslusiveness 6f this: gy

We are @iven Aore: thaft Hintd dn Chapter-Ofie of the dufk Aystery and ego<instabllity ot
Jung & ieiilaKesd, ""The m‘écﬂ:ﬁrnalé a.tlb‘s‘ﬁﬁe"fé had ‘bégun to thickensy™ » o ‘SoREthing

queed Foing nd™ 1heseapable: world: of ishadowe Tilled ‘with-"fifighténing, ‘Hnati=
swe‘r&h’l‘é‘ *que‘sti'“ﬁ lwhich» 4had‘ "ﬁé« atl ‘their ‘ﬁé’i‘“‘ o «Wér 'seo,k too, his affi‘nity Tét stotie

, 3 “aecetipaniied

by a ’fi’ilih& o uriou§ ‘and* faScinating d:rknesi." We ged w‘tﬁe »éloi‘eﬁ@si 6f His .consclotm
ego to ithe UNCOASEIons;, Wi Fascination with a world: which ieeied eternal &nd! A1I=gvECTPing,
a Mﬁ*idﬁ “fi‘bm qwhichﬂhe“ "always‘ had: ‘d:o ‘W‘reffch himself‘ éiray if sh 3 wa.s to makeh ahis "v’iay ‘1n th&

y &t ‘hinS’T
'bI‘a’Gli b“é‘o‘tﬁ alike' tl‘ie‘v AR at Fiinex ; i’ﬁ“&‘itted’ ﬁitﬁ“ & \bod - 'GOa.t faa.nd giva & @ tonds
and & &iﬁrﬁ"y. Thist ﬂexpression! of @& Secrsts that was hiunted by His preoccupdtions: made
him fe6l ®afe, 4nd @t one With Himself. The 1POS§BSSi0nF of /giich ‘& secret: was! "the essént1al
factor of lbo ‘Héod* i It belé“n‘geaﬁ swith( the dream of 'ther phallus a.nd the h’a’ée' of th&
JeRiity, in & systt
nation; foa ‘pa*g‘e -
’“ﬁ’fé‘r Elittl"é«s én ¥ 1gtire: '“ith Khe Etons wag a T8t attenpt; St111 uncetiseidus
Ave BHa] e gecrets I was always absorved by it and had
3 afid jyet T. d4d: not know what it was I wis £rying
toexpréess,. I alwa o1 -might be dable: o T1ind sSaething=kperhiaps: in:hatuFese-
tha't wotld: fé’i’i're "’f‘é‘ 1;1'1e1 @lile and :shéw ‘e wheFe or what the secret was:. Atithat
‘tml :ﬁy intefestx I plantsy. Animalsy .and gtones grews I was: constantly o1 the:

cout for sthifig mysteriouss. Coﬁsciousli,, was $FE€11g16ug 11 the Christiin
a’i‘ense 3 th“d“uéh' ELRATS With: tHe Yeservations #But At I8 not so certain asg g1 thatyr
o7 Twhat absut that thing iunder' ithe ground""' /And! whén: réligious: teachifgs: wers
ﬁim“ped* Afitor e and: T was: told,. "THis 4s beaiitiful and this is good,* T would: think,
‘nyselfss 1Yeégy,, But theére ds ~somethi‘hg €Tgéy. Something very igecret ‘that pedple:
déﬂ' Kiiow dbeit, '™

“tﬁé‘ féelingh e

What. mas th1s Something €18e? Jlng wotila dater Fefay to 1t in sich terny ab the breath
of 1ifey the icreative: ‘impulse* ,the 1ifé<forcey, psycdhic energy, the unconsdtoisy ingtinct.
Burt :a® & /6H11d He did' not kiiow What He wis ‘doing when he performed: his: ritual with
the WERIRiT: ‘liﬁ‘é« the Hatives of Aust¥aliay who had siiWilar soul=stonesy aid EEcr#t ‘éoa%ﬂl
and #EYollsy; | e TiFE't acted without reéflecting on what He was: doings He later reallzed
Lhat wnhat ‘he“‘ha.d done a8 & 6H1ld 15 what: peopls; ik archalc cultures Have done for agés,
atd this: Welped: hiim form: the conviction of archiic: psychic components: dnfidte 1t the
HumaT Paehe: atDosE: culturesy, that he! woul& call atchetipes, These tHings were: never Known
SONEF1oUS 1§ By the: Gh1ldY. Jung, and even at: ‘the age of 83, He did not fully unFavel the
2anigle: iof His €arliest: meﬁories* But unéonsciotsly .something was:developingy and it
§HvVoIVEd & distrimtfull attitude 6 the Christ of conventional iChristianity; along with
a fag&ination with the idea of Gody, whoi Jung; e6uld Pray to-without digtrust, God: wes
ngeerat," and é.llowed for a wéertain aff i'nity srith. Jung's owtr ‘gécret 1n the atties Ged
u xsoﬁéhoﬁ ‘confiected aiith all iof thésé early experiences‘m We are Femifided of Spinozats
Bive, fatira (Gody, that 48y, ture)t & Secret God, found in; (as) mature, diséovered
not: Roy falith but by & §ecret kindi of knoviledge ¥ Strange and: ‘iddeny, for the initiates.

&

The ekt two chapters fatie the A88us of what Jung hete éalis Personality 6. 4 and
Peféoﬁﬁlit“ﬁ Nou 25 ‘These corréspond to what 4n his SETENLAf 1o tHeory e will €al)

Sgd and ﬁﬁéémﬁefaw ‘(munet) Personality No, 2 ‘is. where the sedret abides; 1t Is.

e fEtural Wi, uricontrolled by reflexive technisues;, @&iided by ‘isegination and: affect,
associxtion, syubol, #fultiple meafiing, ste. It lives in the centiries, 18 connectsd with
the past, so that when we are borfi; there is a part of us that 1s old, It i nefther

1git

3LI13-d¥VHS



JUNG NOTRS PR3]

abEtrd ﬁbr igh'ﬁ“’ﬁ“ b But 3 HERERT (T A1l R11dvett a1& l6EE to Nojy 2, Moy 3
emé¥ges ¢ A When i6Tie: Moves Trom "Previvusly I Bad besn Willed todo tils of thaty®
to "now ‘Ivf.willed‘h o fHat Ly, 15.1;.?é‘ixe“fé?-z"s? 2" ‘one Woves: 1Hto. Jouthy. Where. ‘the Aifféretice .
betusesi the ‘two: pEychte &y8tens ‘bedomes: pfb’nounced Thé reallty &f Now 2 was hever to
fade &vay £6F Jungy nér 16 becoie : cbm‘f:lé‘tely split OFf from Nov 1. BUt 4n his youth*

1ts thoughty,;, Which wers about: gu*‘ch‘“tOpics ‘a8’ religion; 'evil; and ‘the dévil, led hiiw
mord &fid 'Wore Intodepréssion; For. Wgverywhere in the reili of religious‘ questionis I:
enésiifitered. only Aocked dobrs, and if .ever ohe ddor should: ‘6Hance: to open: I was: 'disaps
poifited. by what day Yehind 4t,™

No. 1 -eherges: CTear1y Betwesn His 16th and 19th years, wheh 71 Began systematically -
pursiiing questions: I Had donsciously Framed,” He: began pursiifig quéstions of ‘his GiTeer;
afd was moving more &rd jcre in ‘the direction of iScience; the study -of naturé and' conctéte®
th’iﬂgs~ Hée reVeals Now He was Nelpéd by two-dredis to make hig decisidon, But the most
igportant srergence: of Now 1 6ame as the result of the Umportant dream relited on pp: 87F. s
the d¥eam; ‘that comes: FToi NG;. 2 ( the depths), Is-Supporting Nos 1 (the 1ife ‘of conscimige
ness ), fNo‘s 2 '‘had ‘somethihg todol with the creation: of dreams:, and yet wasi 'sending a dreais
that &8s €6 hélp Nov 4. Noi b is "ego," . and during this stage of 1ife;, ego 18 alls
{iportanty: and No, 2 kndws: this,

God 1% éonnected by Jung with Nou 2y Jung 1iked God', BUt not Jexusy Ged, we have seeny,
was g cmysterious beingy :and 86 bote: a certain: analogy to the Becrety Perhaps the moat:
sigfifi6ant event dn the eafly development of Jung's: notion of God<=4s seen retrospectivél?,
at leasts=ia% ‘the fantasy of God defecating on. the cathedral, Héw did Jung 1nterpret this:
efﬁeﬂ ficd? He &% perienced the fantasy as d;houghf 4t were ‘a tErrible Ein to ‘think: such v
thoughts, @Ven the sIn ggaifist the Holy Spirit; whiéh canriot be forgiveny: He was: tormefted
by the thought that He was being forced to think a ‘te¥riblé thilig; sénething Incohceéivably
witksd, And He began. to. b&liéve that G&d himself was forcifig him to siny God had placed
Jutig, 41 thig g1tugtiony ARd wid ‘eofipe111Ag him to &in,. ‘And after he ‘thought ‘the ‘térrible
thoughts, He: experienced, not ‘dafinatiofi-and shaiey but: bligs;. ‘happiness, graces. Juig ¢
taterpreted all -of this as the 'will of Godj God demanded that he ‘think this ‘thought; and
tHen rewarédd: thiw for: thinking 4t, Hé ‘began: to think, "God icould: be: ‘somethilng terrible, in
5 davk and terrible seeréts" He bBecane even more solitaryi "I know ’things and' must hiﬁ'ﬁ
at things Mhtéh ‘other pedplé 4o not ‘know; ‘and vsually do ‘not “‘evén want to Know,"™ What

a4d he kidi? That "God wants 1o: force me to-do wrdngy that He fofces meé to think -abomi=
nations in Shder to fex‘périence His grace." @od is the causé ‘of evil ahd of' 1good, and of
both togethera .

It s Ney 12y :bh"é dark §idey that Knew'Gad divrectly; Tnmedtately: hatever Happened in ,
N&. :2‘* Jung ‘thoughty, was: the doingg iof Gody. Noj 2's secret knowledge; connected: with
dreans: ard; ‘the night and Intimaté participdtion in niture; was divine knowledge: -And: g:{]
ORBIS: E‘ﬁ”é“wledge of .God, 18~directy firstshand krowlédgey mot -a knowledge had by faithy I
CHiEh ;pecple webe Mexhorted .té bélieve. that secret whiéh I iknew: to be the. deepest,}
1nEYIos t icertainty | the iexistence of ‘G&d)." Faith 15 'the wrong way to reach Gody otié
Gafr réach God only by doing His will without' Feservatioh; @nd doing God's will amointd:
£6 f6116Wing whatever 'Nos. 2 said, Trie: will of God: 45 souetimes terrible; it causes:
pedple to siny 4t Brings fevﬂ upoh Pedpley, as' in: the book 6f Joby So God is to be
feared s Well as loved for God is angry, ‘daftk;j wrathful; foreboding; as well.as:
Tovingsy, £o6dy and. berievolent,. ‘The dark side of G&d; his wiathy 1lhis strangemess; Will
Tater be: interpreteaf in §uéh ‘& 'way that God: has: ‘a: shad oWy an ‘evil and unconsclous sidey
And &ven in :sudh a way that thé humah Béing reaching for cohdtciousness has something to:
teach God; and 18 redééming Géd: from dhconscicushess:.
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Jung ta'lso hsd 6 fate the qusstion; he tells s, wdiéther the devil Had ot done the
thing that He fag at‘l‘.ributihg’ "tbﬁGodT, ahd ‘he realized ANAT He had £o anawer this: questiom,
His angwer *eiiént“ually would ‘be tHat:the dark &ide «of 1Gedy, ‘the foufth person ih God, nay
be the devil; AR mo Both Gad: ;a.nd» 4he dévil Hdd adted: in His life.

combined with :Eh“é’s‘.éﬁ Anuse 1l experiences and reflections 45 ths fast {hat Jirig found fio:
1ife at 411 1# ‘the Chiitchy. o .experience: of grace in: ‘the people hie knew therey; 1o
connestish &t ill’.* ‘between the Christian religion. and God as: he ¥was ‘comirig to ‘conceiva;
Him, M‘ﬁa‘t WoUld: Have happéned Af his .experience of Christianity had been: ofie of 11ving
faith, ""'\vi‘el‘i’tod tor «ex“péfiéﬁce, »the faith~ pf people who *knew the 'expérienc”é“ <of 3grza.(':é%

Is your fa;ith( ¥
me that you: ]

‘lifeless* without experience, without éonviction, without Joy? «Show »
know youx:'Gods:

what Jufig would Alwdye identify ag falth 18 $hat he expériencsed 1n Chiweh, where; he: :
fount, meni would ‘talk -about thifigs that ‘they had never experiended’; about grace and d6irg”
the #ill of Ceds Godi-was being talked iabouty, 'we might say, @olely from the standpoint .of
No. ¥, afid 6 doihg ithe will of God had néthing to do with experiencing God: ‘in ‘the dePths
of ore's: Bi n@%. It vias: §olely & matter 6f earrying out freécepts and prescribtiofis that
were S1e8¥1¥ 1aid down, ¢learly Known; srd that had nothing to do with the'depthss; the
urd ertoR, ‘thé: infra<stricture; Nos 25 Faith for Jung would always meaft réligious: 11ving:
cut 6ff £row this Undertow of Aifey a Mmatter Of No; 1, of the ‘egoy of the personasw It
would mean religicus 1iving without déep-conviction; afrald of transforming experiencs,,
dfrely formal and ‘éxternal, Without tootsy Falth was responsible fo# the unkappiness:

he saw in his father; for ’the gloomy men at cemeteries, for the emptiness Jung felt at
his. Jéommﬁioﬁ. Jung weuld" :alvays oppose: to faith a: knowledge iof ‘the séérat that he:had:
froft Nou 2 This kiiowledgé: was: the ionly Way to6 réach Gods The Will of God: «dould not Bé:
nea: 'ﬁy faitl’i‘; For Falth was purely & matter of No; 1y :andi'No, 1 did nét havé the
eXperience of ‘the r1;eljple where God résided :and *made Hig will clears

‘rts wilT of G&L;, woraever; was rot tHe Bake as WAt people of Taith tholght 1% to be.
Somatines; what »’w”Ould ‘come from No, 2 #ag very different from what Church-goling bpeople. -
thought sa® Gad '8 will, Juhg's doglc alwdys ran @omething: 1ike: ‘thiss What comes from:
No. 2 1% God s 6711, Bt what comes: from Noi 2 18 Sometines te¥riblé; sinful,, and:
amina'bie* ‘Thersf 68 God '8 will -is sometines teFribley § 1nfuly and abomindbles ARd
1f this 48 Prie o iGod '8 #1115, 4t WiEt 2l8o be trus of God Himself. And jet God' yeartis
to e redeswed of His owh Gonitrs Lctiehs, a8 -does NS 2 yearn for Untegrativn: And &6
the task +o %A 'iduating nan is: to redéem God fiom th  ‘icontirdd ictionsy; ‘the conflictim
that ii'a"‘ke Hin Be gt was with Hingelf:, iTHus; "tor reconicils good and evil An God. by reeon™
e1Mng 1t in OurgelVes; Yy Ane whom; God' 18 :comihg ‘to; conscicusnesss

ThedYogizally; what we wist ask 15 whether wo can dntreduss & tHird 41tePnative #6) rthé}
religioii'ér fpossibilitieE that JUAZ Speaks of v Tirgty. & falth divorded from the: uhde¥toir,
with no-depth of .cénvictions 4second1y,‘ ‘& Téligion: ideitical with: ‘the: voiee of Nos i2%,
rénl&riniE Noy 2 Conseione: and Antegratéd s and third, & religion dhere the love 6f (God
sovVes A owtivayds: A1 'Gur consciousness;, penetrating and: rtra,nsforming and nnify’ing ther
Whole: i)e‘i‘soﬁality, inf‘é‘ffning not only the' decisions and knowledge of "Nos. bt A 1Eé
traneforning Ney, 25 Iii Christian Scriptural terminlogyy, ‘the works ©F the: flesh and
thé Fralts: of 4he SPirit both have: theil humah Foots: An what Jung calls No, 25 But
they are: diale“éti”cilly Aifferent from ome another; as fiuch: &8 dre sin afd grace,. An
experiefitial religion that discriminates #hat ‘is Trom God and what is fiot £ iGod
yepresentsd & third glternative to those propossd by Jung.
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